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I. Fonsi Porrrics. 


Rurranmo to the oppression of the Transvaal Government in imprisoning 
Ir. Gandhi and several other respectable Indians. 
1 ramavasl Government and its the Hitverta [Caloutta) of the 22nd October 2 
gt highly of the sense of self. and the 
strength of mind displayed by the Transvaal Indians in their present troubles, 
and aske the Indian rs to take a lesson from them. 
2. Referring to the appeal for help made to their Indian compatriots 
Tabris appeals br e by = yp e sw Prabeie the Ne destitute by 
— to Init the late disturbances in Tabriz, the Namat Mogaddas 
niece = [Calcutta] of” the 26th October 
draws a vivid picture of the miserable condition of these widows and o 
of the so-called martyrs to the cause of their country and their religion. 


The paper then emphatically asserts in 1 form their claims upon 


the Persians in India, who, it says, owe all the re that is shown to them 
here as due to their belonging to Persia, and exhorts t 
of the generous Armenians in helping Tabriz according to their mite. 

The paper then announces the opening of a charitable fund at Calcutta 
under the patronage of Haji Mirza Mehdi Isfahani & Son to receive sub- 
scriptions for the purpose, while itself undertaking to publish the names of the 
subscribers. In fact the paper has published a list of the wen who have 
already subscribed to the fund, showing the amount of subscriptions against 
their names. | 

3. Referring to the rumour that Russian have crossed the Araxes 
33 1 and entered Azarbaijan, and that they intend 

N 8 ing Tabriz, and to subsequent despatches 


* 
from St. Petersburg denying the same, the Namai Mogaddas Hablul Matin 


[Calcutta] of the 26th October has the following comment 
This rumour has been set a float * the Royalists in order merely to 
terrify the inhabitants of Azarbaijan. If the Persians even now will not 
come to their senses and unite to dispel the anarchy which is incarnate in 
Muhammad Ali Mirza, the rumour may be an established fact ere long. 
4. steferring to Reuter’s wire from Teheran that the Shah has re-appointed 
: Ain-ud-Dowla to command the forces, and has 
in ed. def, n his negotiation instructed him to negotiate with: the reformers at 
. Tabriz and avoid conflict with them, the Namai 
Mogaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 26th October says that the news is 
a mere ruse by the Shah to obtain time to rally his forces which have met 
with a reverse at the hands of the Constitutionalists, for till only the other 
day his orders stood for demolition of the city anda general massacre of its 
people. The policy resorted to by the Shah in despair has only gone to 
expose him, for it is merely chimerical, impracticable and insane. Persia, 
es 2 Azarbaijan, has been fully convinced of the perfidy of this man 
(the Shah), and realises that so long as he is at the head of the State, Persia 


HirvabtTa, 


Oct. 22nd, 1908, 


to follow the example 


Namal Mogappas d 


HaARUL Matin, 
Oot. 26th, 1908. 


NaMal Mogappas 
Hamor Matin, 


Oct. 26th, 1908. 


cannot either hope for a free Constitution, or consider her poople’s life or 


property safe. | 
5. The Darus Saltanat [Calcutta] of the 30th October, in giving a 
es substance of the speeches of Mr. Asquith and 
Sir Edward Grey, rejoices at the adoption of a 
wise policy by the British Government as re the crisis in the near East, 


and hopes that this policy would tend tly to strengthen the union between 
Turkey and Be oll J * 


II.— Hou Abumiern arion. \ 


| (a) Polioe. | 
6. In discussing the recent police order prohibiting the carrying of 
— _  lathis in public cat “i in Calcutta, the Nayak 
Po mie order in [Calcutta] of the 17th October writes :— 
ae After this, can we feel any genuine heart-felt 
love for the English, who though their own police carry full military equipment, 
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( 1804 ) 


cannot command the patience and the generosity to trust us even with 
lathisP What is the motive which is to impel us to make love to you? Yoy 
English are the rulers of the land, and we are your conquered subjects. If 


you speak smilingly with us, you will be held-up to praise for your courtesy 


and amiability ; whereas if we bow and salaam you, we shall be called syoo. 
phants and flatterers. Furthermore, you do not trust us even with needles, 
If we talk amongst ourselves in any numbers, you get alarmed. That is 
why you compel meetings to disperse before night-fall. If we reproach 
you, you aie stung as it were, with nettles, you see the . of sedition, 
and that is why you have gagged the Press, It is shameful to have 
to say it, but you are thrown into convulsions like one suffering from tetanus, 
when you see us refraining from lighting a fire in our ovens, going bare-foot 
to the Ganges to bathe and tying the rakhi in a body. You do not trust 
us with lathi in hand. You do not trust ns to speak, so there will never be 
any union of hearts between you and ourselves. | 
Against this statement, you may urge that the Rajas and the Maharajas, 
the Ghoses and the Boses, are siding with you. Expectations play a large part 
in a man's life, and you English are now the one fountain of honour, riches 
and reputation in the land. You are, as it were, the pot full (of honey) 
round which the flies are sure to buzz. Crows and dogs are certain to muster 
in strength where the leavings of a house-holder’s meals are cast. And it is 


because there were too many of these crows and dogs in the country that you 


are now the undisputed lords of the land. But it is something to give you a 
pause that even in this land of crows and dogs, the roar of a lion is now being 
occasionally heard, a few courageous men are being found who can reject your 
favour and your caresses. ‘This is no small thing. | : 

You want now to keep school-boys in restraint. Your District Magistrates 
and Divisional Commissioners sit like vultures ready to swoop down on them. 
This sort of childishness will not avail, however, it will, on the other hand, 
aggravate the popular dislike for you into terrible hatred. The incidents at 
Midnapur and Calcutta, the institution of searches into the houses of eminent 
men, the humilliation of Brahman Pandits and of Kajas, the memory of all 
these will linger long in the Indian mind. Know that very many of the 
same people who lick your feet, curse you in their hearts while doing eo. 
Arrogance blinds you to this truth, else the tears of many of those who 
issue loyalty manifestoes would wet your boots. ; 

So long as fortune favours you, you will continue rulers of India, in spite 
of the efforts of all your enemies. We shall have to inhabit this land in your 
company for some time yet: But your conduct shows that life will not be 
without anxieties, so far as we are concerned. You are creating sources of 
annoyance without any provocation at the outset from ourselves—you have 
created one such source and a terrible one, in the boycott, by having parti- 
tioned Bengal deliberately and in defiance of our views, and by having abused 

us in a way which cut us to the quick. You as well as ourselves will have to 
put up with the annoying consequences of these acts of yours. And we say 
all these partly out of pity for you—such pity as we cannot but feel for you— 
when we see you being led a dance like monkeys by your police detectives. 
You are misled into taking wrong views of things and committing oppression 
onus. But oppression is a thing we have been accustomed to for the past 
1,000 years, and it does not make us quail, only it has broken the spell which you 
had thrown over us, by your professions of equal treatment of all. Ten years 
ago you were looked on as an ideal people by most of us, but many now deem 
you to be the same as the Mogul,. the Pathan, etc. And remember if this 
feeling comes to get a strong hold of people's minds, you stand to lose all 
along the line and we to gain. \ 

As regards the A reforms, you must have noticed the indifference 
with which Messrs. K. G. Gupta, Bilgrami and S. P. Sinha's recent appoint: 
ments have been received, and yet 10 years ago whole cities would have been 
illuminated in honour of these events. What does this show? Your gifts no 
longer call forth any gratitude, and why? Because, so to speak, you make & 
gift of the cow to the Brahman after shoe-beating him. We do not want any 
alms from you, if only you will call off your police-dogs. With the memory 
of the events which have followed the Partition, we shall not bo able to accept 


( 1805 ) 
with glad hearts the gift of even sovereign ruling power from you. Recent 


experience has taught us that we are a conquered people, who can have no right, 


who are ull alike in their helpless abject subjection to their conquerors, Your 
officials in the old days by their swevt professions made us forget ourselves for 
a time, but the slaps on the cheek we have received at Midnapur, Calcutta, 
Mymensingh and Barrisal have brought us back to our senses, and made un 
realise that conquered people as we are, we can have no rights. A cur has only 
the right of grovelling at its master’s feet, not of perching on his shoulder. 
The cur which desires to live, may smack its lips at Lord Morley’s utterances 
about reforms ; but if it has any sense of shame, it would long to die. 


7. Referring to the Baira case in the Dacca district, the Sré Sri Vishnu 

3 Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Paitrika [ Calcutta] of the 
29th October says that the riot was committed by 
the durwans in Mr. Gregory’s jute office, and that the shots were fired by Mr. 
DeMonte, the Manager of the office, who had taken no steps to prevent or 
check the riot. The writer then makes the following queries :— 


The Baira case. 


Sar: Sar Visuwv 
Prrva-0-AnwayDA 
BasaB Parma. 


Oot, 29th, 1908, 


(i) Why did not Mr. DeMonte report the matter to the police? The 
| Manikganj police-station is not more than an hour’s journey 
by land from Baira. 


(ii) Why did not Mr. DeMonte send the man whom he saw wounded 


in his house to hospital, where the poor man might have been 
cured by proper treatment? 

(iii) Why did not Mr. DeMonte make over the wounded man to the 

chaukidar who had come to take him away ? 


(iv) Why did not the authorities at Manikganj take any steps to hold 
an investigation during the night they got information of the 
case ? ! | | 


(v) Why was an undue delay made in taking the dying declaration of 
the wounded man? 


(vi) Why has the police made the charge in this case one of culpable 
| rt — instead of one under section 147 of the Indian Penal 
ode 


(vii) Why is the police becoming hard on the Baira village ? 
It is hoped that Sir Charles Bayley will enquire into the case with calm- 


ness and impartiality. 


8. Referring to the report published in the Bengalee that the authorities 
have taken no steps to enquire into the complaint 


The Beira incident. laid against Mr. DeMonte of Baira by the wife 


of the man Sital whom he is alleged to have shot dead, the Sandhya [Calcutta] 
of the 4rd November says that the Government should order an immediate an 


impartial inquiry to be held. \ 


9. Referring to the incident at Baira, the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta of a n“ 


2 | the 3rd November demands answers to the 


following questions from the authorities of th 
Eastern Bengal Government :— Pe: | b : f 


(1) Mr. DeMonte himself admits that nobody except himself had a gun 
in his hand, that he fired into the crowd, and that the bullets 
from his gun did not hit anybody: whence, then, came the 
bullets which killed the bepari and injured many others? 

(2) Why did Mr. DeMonte wire to the District Magistrate of Dacca, 
when he could easily have sent information to the Police and 
the Subdivisional officer of Manickganj, who were near at hand? 

(3) Why “2 nat the Me istrate of ‘Dacca, when he arrived at Baira, 
send the wounded man to the Manickganj hospital 
private medical aid ? ‘ Se. 

(4) How can the Magistrate dare to say that the life of the wound 

| man could not have been saved, if proper medical aid had 2 


2 when he lived for twenty hours after ‘receiving his 


ae 


Samsara, 
Mov. Srd, 1006. 


Nov. Sed, 1908. 


3 — 
* 


we —7 — — . 
5 — r — aentl e rr nnen 
i aa he tee be a pas . 15 ** — os : - te K 7 2 e 
* at 0 24 Spee * mrt. 1 — — 95 a : 
Mee pipet e e eee 22 Re. ae: * 4 — ORL a . — A os 
1 1 * * 2 , 3 A * * 
i . ‘ 8 . 5 * 


Samay, 
Oct. 80th, 1908, 


Damm OmAsDRIEA, 
Oct. Sist, 1908. 


Dan Hava n, 
Nov, 2nd, 1908. 


NAYAK, 
Oct. 170, 1908. 


Nayax, 
Oct, 17th, 1906. 


Nayak, 
Oct. 17th, 1008. 


Sav Darya, 
Oct. Sist, 1008. 


Basvmari, 
Oct. 31st, 1908. 


Baer. 
Oot. 20th, 1908. 


(1806) 


10. Referring to the release of the persons who were charged with having 
a committed dacoity in Rangpur on tne sole evidence 
ae a of Narendra Nath Gossain, the late approver in the 
Alipur bomb case, the Samay [Calcutta] of the 30th November hopes thae 
henceforward the authorities will desist from arresting respectable peopk 
and detaining them in lajat on the evidence of anybody and everybody. 
Such treatment is calculated to do harm to both the rulers and the ruled. : 
11. Referring to the story of the Bengalee narrating how the wife of a 
man convicted in the Bloomfield murder case was 
An offshoot of the Broomfield lately done to death by certain employés of Mr. 
pit etacedloccauean Bloomfield’s factory, the Dainik Chandrika 
[Calcutta] of the 31st October remarks :— 3 
What a terrible affair! We shall be glad to see justice done in this case. 
As the case is sub judice, we refrain from making further comments. 
12. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd November hopes that the 
District Superintendent of Police of Midnapur 
will personally enquire into the cases of the threa 


men who have been arrested for manufacturing explosives there on the night 
of the last Kali Paja. 


Fresh arrests at Midnapur. 


(b)—— Working of the Courts. 


13. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 17th October, in endorsing cordially 

the recent article in the Indian Daily Newe ot 

1. pte treatment of witnesses in Calcutta on the treatment of witnesses in the 

N Indian Courts, writes that both Judges and lawyers 

very often treat witnesses as though they were not gentlemen; and until this 

kind of conduct ceases, it is vain to expect anybody to volunteer to give 
evidence in a lawsuit. 

14. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 17th October cannot see any good 
in the idea of baving Civil Court summonses 
served through village panchayets and chaukidars, 
instead of through the existing peons. For the 
panchayets and chaukidars are no more honest than the peons. It would prefer 
the registered post for this purpose, for the Postal Department offers few 
facilities for corruption. 

15. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 17th October praises Mr. Justice Mitter 
for his recent action in granting bail to the 
Midnapur accused, extols his keenness and love 
of justice, points out how by his conduct on this occassion he has earned the 
blessings of his country, which blessings will open to him the gates of 
Paradise, and concludes by asking why the Englishman and similar papers 
which attack his Lordship are not prosecuted for contempt of court. 

16. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 31st October understands that the 

. Hon ble Mr. Justice Das will be confirmed in his 
Mitter. : appointment when the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Mitter 

retires. Mr. Justice Das joined the Bar before 
Mr. Justice Mitter, and he must now be sixty-one years of age, as his age of 
Matriculation was fifteen or sixteen. If, says the paper, Mr. Justice Das can 
be allowed to continue in his appointment for a year- and-a-half more, why has 
the same concession been denied to Mr, Justice Mitter? But then the master 
is free to do as he pleases. : 

17. The Basumati [Calcutta] = the 3Ilst October writss that it is ne 

Mitt surprised that Mr. Justice Mitter’s tenue of office 

5 bas not been extended by Government. The 

lace he fills in the High Court will not soon be filled again. There is no 

hope of getting another Judgo in this era to equal him in fearless independence 
and love of justice. 

18. The Bangaratna (Krishnagar ] of the 28th October writes that people 

3 * ta ee dum bfounded at the sentence of death passed 
Basu. : l nd eee 3 terrible punishment — 
is being meted out to him, regardless of his tender 

and of the fact that the evidence against him is not 3 has stirred 
People's hearts all thé country over, and is moreover, quite unexpeeted in view 


The service of Civil Court 
summonses. 


Mr. * Mitter. 


( 1807 ) 
of the remarks made by Mr. Justice Sharaffaddin while the rule was being 


—— In announcing the date fixed for the execution of Kanai Lall Dutt 
impending execution of and Saty endra Nath Bose, the Samay Darpan 
— ach Bose and Kanai [C Salkea ] of the 26th October writes :— 
Lall Dutt. | 
Erpiation at Akpore—Ezecution of gatyendra Eætou tion of Kanai Lall—Our 
Expiation. 

Fifty years ago, in order to avenge the Cawnpur massacre, 150 Indians 
were hanged under the orders of the notorious Hodson. To-day, after half- 
a-century, hanging has begun again. It is superfluous to say that all these 
cases of hanging were and are on a charge of sedition. | 
How many hundreds of acts of treachery did we commit, how many 

hundreds did we try to ruin and kill whose bread we had once eaten, how 
many hundreds whose salt we had eaten did we prove untrue to, 150 years 
ago. We were wilfully blind then, and we cut off our own noses to spoil 
other people’s 2 * We did not shrink from 
*It is inauspicious for a man bringing ruin on those who fed us; we did not 
about J a journey to pesitate to set fire to the houses of those who 
3 maintained us; we were not satisfied even with 
drinking blood out of the breasts of our brothers, friends and even our 
kings. Where will those sins goto? How will it do to forget everything in 
such a short time? 


20. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patria Calcutta] of 

the 29th October says that the sentence of death 

** rg 4 1 passed passed on Satyendra Nath Basu in connection with 

e a _ the Alipore Jail murder case has taken the whole 

country aback. Even the small amount of evidence which was adduced 

against Satyendra could not be said to be perfectly reliable. Under such 

circumstances the Judges who heard the case ought to have at most sentenced 
him to transportation for life. 


21. The Anusilan [Calcutta] of the 30th October says that a study of 
1 | the judgment which Justices Sbarfuddin and Coxe 
have given in the case of Satyendra Nath Basu 
in connection with the Alipore Jail murder leads one to think that their 
Lordships held a brief for the prosecution. The evidence that was adduced 
against him was quite insufficient for the passing of a sentence of death. Thei 
Lordships might at most sentence him to transportation for life. : 
22. The Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 30th October comments as follows on 
11 the sentence of death passed by the High Court 
upon Satyendra Nath Basa :— 

The sentence has shocked the public, and we willsay a few words on it, 
though we know very well that it is quite useless to do so. It was held by 
the learned Judges that since the assessors in the Sessions Court had held 
Kanai Lal Dutt guilty of murder and abetment of murder, the person whom 
Kenai abetted in the commission of murder could be no other than Satyendra. 
The 2 of the asgessors is in fact quite unreasonable. Kanai did not 
make any defence, and did nothing except making two contradictory state- 
ments. ‘There were no Counsel to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses. 
And in these circumstances it is not strange that the assessors should come to 
a wrong verdict. But this cannot justify the decision of the High Court 
that Satyendra was guilty of murder. 

In the enquiry held in the Jail just after the murder, Kanai made a state- 
ment implicating himself and Satyendra. Satyendra made no statement and 
did not contradict what Kanai said. The learned Judges of the High Court 
take this as showing that Satyendra was guilty. In the enquiry Satyendra 
simply asked that the proceedings should take place before a Court of Law ana 
reserved his statement. If the fact of Satyendra’s not contradicting what 
Kanai had said against him be held to be suspicious, then the circumstance 
that the prosecution-witnesses were not cross-examined may as well be held to 
be suspicious. The public do not see anything in Kanai's first statement 
which can establish Satyendra’s guilt beyond doubt. Considering that Kana i 
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gave no reason for his implicating Satyendra and then retracting what be 
said at first, it cannot be said that the om Court has any justification { 
making Satyendra suffer the extreme penalty of the law. : 

Tien, again, there is nothing to prove ihat Kanai and Satyendra had 3 
talk about the murder on the previous night. What is there to show that 
Kanai knew that Satyendra had asked Gossain to see him (Satyendra) ? What 
also is there to prove that Satyendra had any knowledge of Kanai’s hay; 
procured the fire- arms? We do not say that it is impossible that they talked 
about the murder on the previous night, as the learned Judges imayine they 
did. But we must say that the Judges should have considered the matter 
more carefully. 

It has been established beyond doubt that it is Kanai who procured the 
revolvers. Now, Kanai went to the hospital in theevening of the 30th August, 
How then could he know that Satyendra had asked Gossain to see him 
(Satyendra)? Is it again likely that Kanai would confide in Satyendra who 
(supposing that Kanai knew about Satyendra’s invitation to Gossain) was 
going to be an approver? Even supposing that Satyendra was only laying a 
trap for killing Goveain on the 3 Ist August, how could Kanai come to know 
about it, as he did not come to the hospital before the evening of the 
30th August? One must then suppose that the whole plot was hatched in a 
single night. But is it possible that Kanai formed an acquaintance with 
Satyendra and took him into his confidence and asked him to help him in the 
murder, all in the course of à single night? 

The fact that Satyendra was putting Gossain off from day to day has 
been taken by the learned judges to prove that Satyendra did not really 
mean to confess. Butis it not likely ‘that he wanted to come to a final 
decision, after consulting his friends who were to visit him on the 30th August? 
There is no proof that Satyendra or Kanai had any taik with their friends, who 
visited them in jail on the 30th August, regarding the murder which was to be 
committed on the morrow, nor is there anything to prove that either of them 
(Satyendra and Kanai) knew each other’s intentions. It is not probable also 
that they communicated their purposes through the medium of any of their 
friends or through the Jail staff. It is, therefore, not at all likely that 
Satyendra was laying a trap for Gossain in the hospital, while Kanai who was 
in the jail proper was procuring fire-arms to shoot Gossain with, and tbat both 
of them were acting in concert. 

Me fail to see how it bas been proved that Satyendra asked Narendra 
Nath Gossain to see him in the hospital, so that he (Satyendra) might kill him. 
Higgins said that he saw a revolver in Satyendra’s hand, and that Gossain 
called out to him (Higgins): For God's sake, Higgins, save me, they are 
going to shoot me.” And it is the word “they” to which the High Court 
Judges have attached much importance. But Higgins mentioned the name of 
Indra Nath Nandi also, though nothing could be proved against him. We 
should think that Higgins, Linton, and the other convicts who have given 
evidence for the prosecution, took Satyendra, Kanai and Indra—all of them— 
as Gossain’s enemies, and that it was under this impression that Higgins 
imagined Gossain to have said: They are going to shoot me.” It was 
probably also under this impression that Linton took Satyendra for Gossain’s 
assailant, imagined that he saw a revolver in Satyendra’s hand, and seized him 
simply because Satyendra was running, for otherwise there could have been no 
justification for Linton’s seizing Satyendra. 

There are so many discrepancies in the evidence given by the convict 
witnesses, that it is difficult to find out the real truth. It was well known to 
them that Gossain had made himself an object of hatred to the other prisoners 


connected with the bomb case, on account of his having turned an approver. 


In these circumstances it is not strange that when Higgins heard of the assault 
and found Satyendra and Kanai together, he should take both of them to be 
intent on murdering Gossain. Then, again, it is not unlikely that the 
witnesses added some colour to the actual facts in order to earn some reward. 
The Judges could believe that Kanai had one revolver in his hand, and another 


tied to his waist by a rope, and that when the second dropped on the ground 
Satyendre picked it up, for this theory pieces in with the version Higgins gave 
of the affair. They could also believe that Higgins was wrong in what be 
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said about Indra Neth Nandi. But they placed implicit relisnce on the word 


40 „ which Higgins imagines to have heard, 

Veen did nothing to.save Gossain, and this circumstance the Judges 
take to furnish a of hi r in the murder. But is it not likely 
that he was confused, just as the Jail officer, who 8 was? But 
what reason is there to construe his failure to assist Gossain into an active 
ge in theerime? Indeed, we must 1 bogs Satyendra’s guilt has not 


conelusively proved, and the publie think that he should have been given 
the benefit of doubt and itted 


23. Referring to the capital sentence passed upon Satyendra Nath Basu, 
Satyendra Nath Basu. the Lu. Calcutta] of the 31st October 


writes : 

There is a difference of opinion regarding Satyendra’s guilt, and the 
learned judges ought not to have sentenced him to death. They admit that 
none of the shots fired by endra hit Gossain. So Satyendra cannot be 
held to be guilty of murder. The judges believe that Satyendra acted in 
concert with é (Sat) 
he might kill Gossain. All this the Judges only imagine, there being no 
evidence in support of it. Satyendra and Kanal were together in the hospital 
on the night previous to the murder; but there is no evidence as to their 
holding counsel ing the morrow’s crime. The Judges, however, imagine 
that they had a talk about the murder. But we ask, if the two had acted in 
concert, would it have at all been possible for Gossain to come out of the 
dispensary room unscathed although two men were shooting at him with 
reyolvers? Gossain was taken quig unawares, and it is not at all likely that 
he would have managed to escape unhurt if both Satyendra and Kanai had 


been firing at him at the same time. Then if has been proved that Satyendra 


did nothing inside the dispensary room or in the verandah, and this conduct 
of his is not at all in harmony with the theory that he was in the plot. ‘Then 
the men who can commit such a terrible murder in broad day-light and before 
the eyes of a large number of prople, can be said to have no regard for life, 
Is it then probable that one of Gossain’s murderers would, let him off aiter 
once having his man within his power? The prosecution wanted to prove that 
Satyendra knew how to shoot. Now, if Satyendra was actually helping 
Kanai, would he (Kanai) not have given one of his own revolvers to Satyendra, 
for it is more convenient for a man to shoot with one revolver in his hand 
than with two? Nobody ex Higgins saw a revolver in Satyendra’s hand, 
and as it is this man who seized Kanai, he is likely to know for certain how 
many revolvers Kanai had in his possession, Higgins says that he found two 
revolvers with Kanai, whereas the third revolver, which he (Higgins) imagines 
having seen in Satyendra’s hand, appears to be a myth, for no trace of it has 
been found. There is no evidence as to Satyendra having fired any shot 
at that time; Satyendra did not try to rescue Kanai when Higgins was 
grappling with him (Kanai), nor did he chase Gossain when he was running 
away. Kanai did not look towards Satyendra when the latter was seized by 
Linton, for Kanai had his eyes fixed on Gossain all the time, which was not 
the case with Satyendra. Al this raises grave doubts as to Satyendra’s 
complicity in the murder and so we are led to think that the learned Judges 
should not have sentenced him to death. 

Higgins, Linton, Panchkori Dube and Upendranath Mukerjee say in 
their evidence that they saw a revolver in Satyendra’s hand. Now, Higgins 
is undergoing a long term of imprisonment for a very serious crime, which 
shows the depravity of his it character. He says that he saw two 
revolvers with Kanai and one with Satyendra. But the minutest and most 
careful search has failed to find out any trace of the third revolver within the 
jail compound. None of the hospital people saw any revolver in Satyendra’s 
hand. iggins further says that Kani threw away a revolver which 
Indranath Nandi picked up. But no one among the men in the dispensary 
saw Indranath to do so. Where then could the third revolver have possibly 


gone? So unless we can imagine that the accused made the weapon vanish 


by means of some magic, we must in all reason say that Higgins’ evidence is 
far from reliable. The convict Linton cannot be said to have an unblemished 
character, for he has been sent to jail for a grave offence, He contradicted 


| 


anai, and invited Gossain to see him (Satyendra) in order that 
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himself several times in the course of his evidence. In the preliminary enqu 
he said that he saw Satyendra fire at Gossain. When the post mortem cant 
nation showed that no shot which was peg Aen have been fired from this amall 
revolver, which Satyendra is alleged to have had in his hand, was found in 
Gossain's body, Linton said that Kanai fired at Gossain twice, and Satyendra 
fired once. But he does not say whether Satyendra’s shot hit Gossain. It ig 
not unlikely that Linton trumped u a story in order to earn credit, and aleo 
reward in the shape of a remission of his sentence ; and it is not at all reason. 
able to send a man to the gallows on the strength of such unreliable evidence. 
Upendra Nath Mukerjee and Pachkari Dubey admitted that they were greatly 
frightened and confused, as is but natural in such circumstances, They say 
that they saw Satyendra chasing Gossain, revolver in hand. But considering 
the then state of their minds, is it not likely that they made a mistake ? os 
is it proper to make Satyendra suffer the penalty of death, when the evidence 
against him is of so doubtful a nature? Satyendra had every opportunity 
for shooting Gossain while in the dispensary, but he did not do 30. Would 
he have let the opportunity slip if he had really any murderous intent? 
Then, again, the theory about Satyendra’s having discused with Kanai on the 
night of the 30th August the morrow’s murder, is only a creation of the learned 
Judges’ imagination, there being no evidence regarding the supposed con- 
sultation. Satyendra did not contradict Kanai when in the enquiry conducted 
by Mr. Marr, Kanai implicated him in the murder. But it is natural for an 
inocent man to be dazed and confused at the sight of such a murder; and it 
is quite probable that Satyendra was absent-minded and did not hear what 
Kanai said. Kanai has not been cross-@xamined, and so no one can say for 
certain why Kanai mentioned Satyendra’s name at first and then retracted the 
statement. Besides, if Kanai’s statement is to be taken as conclusive 
evidence, why has not the last statement been accepted instead of the first? 
Indeed, Satyendra’s guilt has not been proved beyond all doubt, and we 
are surprised tbat he will be hanged in spite of the fact. | dats 
24. Referring to the sentence of death passed by the High Court on 
. Satyendra Nath Basu, the Howrah HTitais h [Calcutta] 
The Alipore Jail murder case. f the 31st October writes as follows: 
There is so much incongruity in the evidence against Satyendra Nath 
that it does not warrant the pronouncement of a verdict of guilty against him. 
Mr. Marr, the District Magistrate of Alipore, had, in the. preliminary enquiry 


into the case, admitted in unequivocal terms that the matter had been made 


very complicated by all the witnesses having had recourse to exaggeration and 
falsehood at almost every step. He had however, committed Satyendra to 
the Sessions, because llal Datta at first spoke of Satyendra as his 
accommplice in the murder. But subsequently Kanailal withdrew what 
he had said against Satyendra and the majority of the jury also who sat on 
the case in the Sessions court returned a verdict of not guilty with respect to 
Satyendra. Again in the Sessions Court also the evidence for the prosecution 
was not wanting in serious inconsistency. Most of the witnesses denied 
having seen any pistol in Satyendra's hand, or having seen him taking any 
part in the murder. Linton, the European convict, alone wove a curious, 
story of Satyendra’s guilt along with a narrative of his own heroic conduct. 
He, however, said that he had seen three pistols, one in Satyendra’s hand and 
two in Kanai’s hand ; but considering that a third pistol has not been found 
out in spite of a carful search and enquiry, this part of his evidence clearly 
goes in Satyendra’s favour. In a British law-court the verdict of not-guilty 
passed by a majority of the jury would have resulted in a prompt acquittal of 
Satyendra, but in India, where the course of justice is altogether different, the 
Sessions Judge disagreeing with that majority referred the case to the High 
Court. In this latter court the Counsel for the defence put his case on a quit 

incontrovertible basis. In fact, Mr. Justice Sharfuddin expressed himself, in 
many places, in favour of Satyendra and himself raised the question as to 
whether only a part of acase could be referred to the High Court. In the 
end, however, the two Judges constituting the, bench unanimously passed 4 
sentence of death on Satyendra inspite of the opinion which Mr. Marr had 
expressed, the verdict which the majority of the jury had passed, and the 
—_— incongruity in the evidence for the prosecation. Satyendra failed to 
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t the benefit of doubt in spite of so many things in his favour, nay, even 
he extreme penalty of the law was passed on bin. Mock trials ike this 
cannot 3 the people of the country, and they fail also to achieve the 
object aimed at by the autborities. For instance, the death of Khudiram 
Basu and Prafulla i failed to act as a deterrent on Kanailal Datta, and 
the fate of Kanailal and Satyendra Nath also has failed in the same * to 
prevent a number of dacoits at Diuaj pur from murdering a traitor in their 
camp. As for Kanailal: Datta, he has taken all responsibility of the murder 
on himself, and the time has not yet come to a a judgment as to whether 
the act which he has committed with the object of saving those who are 
his coun en has been, in any degree or in any direction, effective. We are 
not, therefore, particularly sorry for Kanai. But we are sure that the sentence 
passed on Satyendra will serve to lower the High Court in the estimation of 
the public. 


The execution of Kanai Lal and Satyendra has been deferred to the 


10th November, on the ground that the 9th is His Majesty the King- 
Emperor's birth-day. But we think that if the death of these two persons * 
really considered necessary for the welfare of the society and the maintenance 
of peace, they ought by all means to be hanged on the auspicious and 
lucky day, the 9th November. On the other hand, if Kanai Lal’s and 
Satyendra’s execution is considered an undesirable and unlucky thing, the 
authorities may either pardon them, or at least commute their sentence to a 
lighter one, and thus earn for His Majesty the blessing of God and the gratitude 
on his subjects, and these would surely redound to the long life of His 
Majesty. But it is strange that instead of doing this authorities have only 
changed the day of execution. | 
e do not think that after all this either Kanai Lal or Satyendra will 
pete the Government or the King-Emperor for mercy, for that would be 
useless. , 
25. Referring to the notice issued on the Bande Mataram newspaper 
<< facie wae under the new Newspapers Act, the Sanyivant 
a a prosecur [Calcutta] of the 29th October denies that a 
: — perusal of the article taken objection to can incite 
men to shed blood. This sort of the use of the new Act is most dangerous to 
the entire Press, and should be opposed by all means. 
26. Referring to the 2 of . 9 that Cullen, the 2 in 
the Jutogh murder case, was insane, the Anusilan 
2e ö 


Cullen had served in the army for nine years, but no one knew him to be 
insane till the time that he killed a native. It is pre rous even to imagine 
that an English soldier’s life will be taken for killing a native. There is, 
therefore, no reason to be astonished at Cullen’s acquittal, Of what account 
is a native’s life to an English soldier? An animal’s life and a native’s life 
are equal in value. How many an English soldier has escaped like Cullen, but 
what harm has that done? We shall be glad to see a Judge or a Doctor 
expressing the opinion that a native killed by an English soldier goes straight 
to heaven. 

27. The Bangavas [Calcutta] of the 31st October condemns as shameful 

oe and mean the recent action of a Calcutta Presi- 
de nerd. Magistrate's order dency Magistrate in directing, while sentencing 
a number of professional beggars to imprisonment, 

that the proceeds of their begging should be forfeited to the State. 


28. Referring to the acquittal in the Nasick murder case of Mr. William, 
the Executive Engineer of Nasick, who was 
} alleged to have caused the death of a cart driver, 
the Hindi Bangavass [Calcutta] of the 2nd November asks if the Magistrate's 
decision will satisfy the Governor of Bombay. 


\ 


The Nasick murder case. 


as that a white man is never hanged for the murder 
. : of a black (native). Under the circumstances the 
acquittal of the murderer, continues the paper, seems much better than his 


few months’ imprisonment in jail. This sort of acquittal renders easy for the 


29. Referring to the same subject the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] exclsims 
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Indians to understand as to what value is attached by the Law Courts to 4, 
life ofan Indian. | | Gas 
30. The Dai) Hitevadi [Calcutta] of the 8rd November 


Mr. Baxter in the Midnspur 
bomb case, 


unigue. The inevitable rasult of entrusting such 
incompetent man like him has come to pass and Mr. 
the Government brief and beaten a hasty retreat to far off Ceylon. It is, 

fortunate thing that the man has not yet gone mad. 
31. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the Srd November 
Government pleaders of Jessore and 


Government pleaders of Jessore 
and Khulna ia the Midnapur 
bomb ease. 


these gentlemen. 
: (e) - ail. 


32. Referring to Sir Andrew Fraser's statement that he cannot interfere 
with the authorities at Midnapnr in their | 
Sir A. Fraser on the condition of Surendra and Santosh in the Midnapur Jail, 
of the prisoners in the Midnepor the Sandiys [Calcutta] of the 29th October says 
His Honour seems to be like god Jaganna 
who has got no hands, and consequently is incapable of doing anything 
himself. nes 
33. The Hitavadi [Caloutta] of the 30th October condemns the solitary 
n @onfinement in which the acovsed in the anarchist 
Treatment of anarchists in jail. onse in Calcutta and Midnapur are kept, because 
such an act is in its opinion against the law, and because many af the prisoners 
have been broken down in health as a consequence of the privations they 
have to undergo there. ‘These stringent precautions have been taken since 
the murder of Gossain. Bat it is the Jail authorities who are responsible for 
it, and the under-trial prisoners ought not to be made to suffer for the careless- 
ness of the Jail officers. There may be many innocent persons among the 
accused; still they are rotting in haut for nearly six months and will no 
doubt continue to do so for two or three months more. If the Government 
cares at all for the love of the people, and if it really means to do away with — 
unrest, it should put a stop to this unjust persecution. Let the guilty suffer, 
but the persecution of men whose guilt has yet to be proved can never be 
approved by law, reason or justice. 
34. Referring to the reply given by the Bengal Government anent the 
ä manner in which the prisoners connected with the 
P treated bomb case are being treated in the Midnapur Jail, 
e the Samay (Caleutta] of the 30th October ae 
When the Bengal Government is unwilling to interfere in Mr. Weston's 
work, the prisoners in Aqjut at the place will now receive even worse treatment 
than before. In short, it is Mr. Weston who is now the real king of Midnapur. 
He may treat anybody just as he likes, no one having any right to question 
his doings. | | | | 


Damm Casmpug.s, 95. In commenting on the reply of the Lieutenant-Governor to the 
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recent appeal of certain of the accused in the 
i ™ Midnapur bomb accused Midnapur bomb case regarding their treatment 
| in jail, the Dainik Ohandrika [Calcutta] of the 3 lat 
October writes :— , 
We are sorry that the officials here do not accept the great principle of 
British law assuming the innocence of a man until his guilt is proved. 
ruler incurs sin by punishing the innocent. Has Government forgotten this! 
36. The Daily Hitavad: [Calcutta] of the 3rd November says, et many 
bes . mysteries in the Jail administration at Midnapur 
Bs . 4 ina. have been unravelled in the cross- examination 0 
Captain Weinman. These revelations, as well 95 


the jail experiences of the gentlemen who passed a long time in the Hidnapuͥr 
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Jail, are simply astounding, In reply to Babu Peari Lal Ghosh, Pleader, the 
Magistrate of Midnapur said that the een fe gern in the jail had received 
the general approval of the Inspector General of Prisons and the Chief Secretary 
to Government. This is no doubt very surprising. The Government was 
approached on the quesiion, and its * y is no less astonishing. Was not the 
death of Gossain due to the neglect of the Jail Rules, and are not those rules 
quite sufficient for all purposes? What a wonder that His Honour the 
l.ieutenant-Governor paid no heed to the irregularities committed by Captain 
Weinman, the Jail Superintendent ! 


(d duca tion. 


37. In announcing that Mr. Justice Mukerjee rejoins the High Court 
soon, the Basumat [Calcutta] of the 31st October 
sarcastically remarks, that the University is still not 
going to be saved from the Judge's dominant 
control. He will not stop until he has robbed the body of what little glory 
is still left to it. 


Mr. Justice Mukerjee and the 
Calcutta University. 


(7 )— Questions affecting the land. 


38. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 28th October publishes a letter 
making certain allegations against Babu Prasanna 
Allegations against ssamindar. Kumar Singh Rai, of Garhbetta, in regard to his 


relations, as a Patni zamindar, with his tenants in the villages of Badanganj and 


Majdiha, in Arambagh, Hughli. It is said that the maj ority of his raiyats in the 
Majdiha village possess maurasi-mokrari rights to their holdings, and the 
zamiudar is actively trying to deprive them of these rights. He has already 
accomplished part of this work of deprivation, and done it in the face of pattas 
from preceding zamindars and eee he from the ryots relating to the 
same. For the past two or three years he has steadily declined to accept rents for 
holdings held on maurasi-mokrart tenure, unless the owners of these holdings 
are well-to-do men, so that mostly such rents are being despatched now by 
money-order, or deposited in Court. He refuses acceptance of these money- 
orders and institutes suite and gets them decreed and the holdings sold. All 
this does not come to the knowledge of the raiyat concerned until too late, and 
at the auctions he manages himself to be the highest bidder. Thus he is 
bringing most of the holdings into khas possession. He contrives to get 
holdings put up to auction, even though the owners of them may have deposited 
the rents due therefor in Court. If in any of these cases the raiyat goes to law, 
the zamindar being richer, manages to tire him out by protracted litigation in 
the superior Courts. 


39. The Feringhi planters of Bihar, writes the Sanda [Calcutta] of the 


Reivate and Iudigo-vlentere in 3rd November, are still as powerful as thair prede- 
ihe dcCessors of old. Not that all of them are bad men, 
for many of them have spent money to promote 

the welfare of the villagers among whom they live. But they are foreigners; 
and coming as they have to this country for the purpose of making money, 
they care more for gain than for anything else. Hence it is inevitable that the 
raiyats should suffer. Moreover the Feringii planters are in many cases connect- 
ed with Civilian Magistrates, either by marriage or by close friendship. And 
this coupled with the notion that by helping and supporting tho planters the 
power and prestige of British rule in India will be maintained in the eyes of 
the people in remote villages ‘where the planters own zemindaris, leads the 
Civilians to think that every indulgence should be given to the planters, 
What with the Tenancy Act and the Thakbust Survey the rights of raiyats in 
Bihar have been clearly defined; but the ptanters have been losers thereby. 
Once the raiyat’s right of occupancy of his land is established, he cannot be 


forced to grow indigo, nor can he be ejected and the lands leased out to 


anotber. We hear that certain Indigo-planters in Bihar have forcibly taken 
away the thakbust purchase and other documents of their raiya’s, and have 
thus deprived them of occupancy right. The raiyats have now.to grow indigo 
or sugar-cane at their zemindar’s bidding, though they have to suffer loss 
thereby, for the money they can earn by calivating indigo or jute does not 
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provide them even with a year’s food They have, therefore, to run into debi 
year after year. The loans are advanced by the offices of the planters, and 
are always increasing in amount. All this and the present famine have made 
the condition of the raiyats very miserable. Their patience has now reached 
its utmost limit, and in Champaran some raiyats have resolved not to cultivate 
indigo and jute. If they can earn an honest livelinood, well and good, if they 
cannot, they will take to robbery. The present-day Civilians are now ruling 
the country by aubberdust and the oppression and persecution which in the old 
days used to be committed by Indigo-planters on raiyats, will perhaps. be 
repeated. If precautions be taken now there is yet time to prevent all this, but 
such precantions will not perhaps be taken. Bihari raiyats are generally very 
weak, and their desperate attitude shows the extent of their sufferings. They 
are no more afraid of the jail, and if things do not take a better turn, many of 
them will perhaps have to rot there before long. If the authorities do not act 
with prudence many innocent raiyats will have to suffer harassments. Repeated 
visitations of the plague have thinned the population of Bihar, and if the Police 
and Magistracy now begin to oppress the people the day is sure to come when 


it will be impossible for Feringht planters to grow indigo in Bihar. Such 


things do us no good, but only serve to provide us witha means of death, 
But let the English remember that such oppression will make them lose the 
means of earning wealth in Bihar. Is it true that many raiyats of North 
Bihar are fleeing to Nepal ? 


(9)—Raslways and Communications including, Canals and Irrigaton. 


30. In referring to the story lately narrated in the Amirta Bazar Pairtka 

of a bg ae zamindar of East Bengal at 
Dacca Railway station being on the 15th October 
7 last refused entry into a first class carriage bya 
European who enforced his claim to be its sole occupant by drawing out a 
revolver, the Pallivarta (Bongong} of the 2. th October writes: — The zamindar 
did well in refraining from attempting to effect an entrance by force. For 
if he had, the result would have been a murder. The circumstances of the case 
of Durga Charan Sanyal of Dinajbur were almost parallel. He entered a 
Railway carriage at night, and while in this case the zamindar was only. 
threatened with a revolver, Durga Charan’s humbler attitude exposed him to 


An East Bengal case parallel to 
Durga Charan Sanyal’s. 


stronger measures. This case coming so soon after Durga Charan’s, is, as it 


were, the finger of God pointing out Sanyal’s innocence. It proves clearly 
how Kuropeans generally behave towards Indians who attempt to enter their 
carriages at night. It is to be hoped that Government when considering the 
petition in favour of Durga Charan’s release, which has just been sent up, will 
take this latest incident into its consideration. | 5 
31. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 29th October says that oo ge | at 
| the Dacea station on the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway an Englishman occupying a first class 
| compartment refused to open it to a very big 
zemindar of Dacca on the ground that the latter was a native. He was 
consequently obliged to travel in a second class compartment. Is it to be 
expected that with such conduct from Englishmen the Indians will remain a 
contented lot ? 
52. Referring to the case in which a European first class passenger in a 
| railway train on the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
is said to have prevented a Beugali zemindar from 
wre entering into his compartment by keeping it 
bolted from inside at Narainganj on the ‘5th instant, the Samay | Calcutta) of 
the 30th October says that when the name and whereabouts, of the European 
passengers can be easily ascertained, the authorities should lose no time in 
doing the needful in the matter. 


33. The -Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 30th October refers to the case of a 
European first class passenger at the Dacca station 
intimidating an intending native passenger, and 
says that if a native had threatened a European in 
have taken place, and enquires whether there will 


An Englishman's haughtiness on 
a Railway. 


The first class Ruropean passen- 
gers case at Narayanganj. 


The case of the European at the 
Dacca Railway station. : 


this way a great row would 


— 
= 4 


oe OC RAG 


— aw OO BS ce OO OS 


* 


, , 


( 1815 ) 


be any enquiry into the preseut incident? The writer of the report is prepared 
to furnish all particulars as regards the name and address of the European. 

44. The Daily Hitaradi (Calcutta). of the 30th October says that 
complaints are frequently heard of the female 

a booking-clerke at the Howrah. Station on the East 
India Railway taking excess fares from illiterate passengers. The other day 
one of them charged a man Rs. 45-5 for ten tickets for Baidyanath, Afterwards 
the man found out that the price of the ten tickets was really Rs. 25-1, and 
then he demanded a refund of Rs. 20 from the booking-clerk. She refused to 
return the money. The passenger then brought the matter to the notice of. 
the Railway Police and the Police brought it to the notice of the Platform 
Superintendent. The latter inspected the cash in the booking-clerk’s charge 
and it was found to be in excess by Rs. 20, which was returned to the passenger 
who was told that there had occurred a misiake in calculation on the part of 
the booking-clerk. 

45. In referring to the scheme of having Conductor-guards on the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway, the Basumati [Calcutta] of 
the 3 Ist October writes that pensioned v. uropean 
soldiers employed on the. railway are to be 
selected for these posts at first. But these European soldiers do not, generally 
speaking, well-enjoy a reputation for good moral character. It is to be hoped 
that this point will be considered by the authorities in making the selections. 


Conduetor- guards on the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway. 


\ 


(- General. | 


46, In discussing the question of a celebration of the Jubilee of the 


2 assumption of the Government of India by the 
The Jubilee of the Queen's Pro- Crown, the Nayak [Calcutta] of the 17th October 
clamation. 8 , saa 
It cannot be denied that compared with the rule of the East India 
Company with its accompaniments of inhuman a. on the people of the 
country, of the destruction of the indigenous industries and of the looting of 
its wealth in many forms, we enjoy outwardly more ease and comfort under 
the direct rule of the Crown. But the question of this Jubilee naturally makes 
one reflect how far these 50 years have been years of real progress. No matter 
what foreign historians say, we ourselves find little in these long years to give 
us genuine pleasure. Messrs. Dutt and Naroji have shown that laks on laks 
of our brothers and sisters have died of famine in this period, and Mr, Digby 
has proved that our national income per head is declining. We are reminded 
also on this occasion of the promises of equal treatment held out to us by the 
late Queen, and of the way in which those promises have been practically 
violated. Blacks killed by the kicks of whites are always proved to have 
possessed unduly enlarged spleens: as for political rights, none need be told 
where we stand. So we implore our rulers not to make us look ridiculous by 
commanding us to participate in any festivities on this occasion. For in the 
glare of the illnminations in honour of the acquirement of dominion by you, 
we, with our hutiger-bitten skin and bone figures attired in dirty and tattered 
garments, will appear most unseemly besides your white, handsome, healthy 
and well-dressed figures. If we do participate in these festivities, it will be 
like a young boy, whose stomach is rotund with an enlarged spleen and liver, 
playing the part of a young prince, in a nasal twang and all the while wiping 
away from his eyes the tears which has been called forth by a reprimand which 
he has got from the director of the play. 


47. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 31st October writes on the Royal 


Prociamation as follows:— — 

oe We have for -ome time past been scorched by 
the hot rays of the sun, and now a piece of cloud is about to appear in the 
sky. We may have a shower. but the heat of the sun- will remain the same 


The Royal Proclamation. 


as ever. His Majesty the King-Emperor may grant us some Concessions, but 
his officers in India, who are like the midday sun, will unfortunately for us 
We are as it were married to the English, and, as is 


go on breathing fire. 
the case with native girls, we have to bé persuaded to go and live with our 
husbands’ family sometimes by cajoling and sometimes by threat. Lord 
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Curzon has made arrangements for us to live in our husband’s house as maid. 
servants. But we have so long been showing our unwillingness to do 80, and 
hence so much bullying, and so much oppression and persecution. This state 
of things will still go on for some time more. Some of us have signed bonds 
of loyalty, while a few others have gone to England and expressed their 
readiness to live in our lord’s house. Lord Morley is, therefore, sending us 
a basket of Matal fruits as a present with which 
we are to go to our husband’s house. The whole 
thing is like a * between a jackel and a dog; we leave it to our readers 
to find out who is the dog. a 

48. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 3lst October says that the 
narrowness of mind displayed by Englishmen in 
giving effect to the gracious promises made 
through the Proclamation of 1858 has peirced the very veins of the Indians. 
As for the gracious message to be announced on the 50th anniversary of that 
Proclamation, the paper continues, it will be reallv to the good of both tie 
English and the Indians, if the Viceroy would by announcing the same be 
able to pick out the nail so deeply driven into the hearts of the latter. 

49. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes that 
before the King issues a proclamation on the 50th 
| anniversary of the Queen's Proclamation of 1858, 
the people of India have a right to beg of His Majesty to imagine how far 
the officials have carried out the promises made by his mother. Furthermore, 
could His * say that his Proclamation also would not similarly remain 
a dead letter? Orientals look on their sovereign as a god. Let His Majesty, 
insisting on his officials * out his promises. take steps to see that this belief 
of theirs is strengthened. Indians while they rejoice at the thought of being 
greeted by their king are alarmed at the thought that his promise should 
share the fate of his mother’s. It is for His Majesty to prove that this 
apprehension of theirs is unfounded. A king's orders are in the eyes of the 
Indians inviolable and on this account they have often submitted to wrong 
acts done by the king’s officials. But they grieve when they see officials trying 
for the sake of their own prestige to prove wrong to be right. 

50. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 3rd 
November comments on the Royal Proclamation 


® Cucumis colocynthus. 


The Proclamation Day. 


The King’s Proclamation. 


The Royal Proclamation. 


as follows :— 
The Proclamation has in the first place tried to bring home to us the idea 
that the English are our rulers and we are their subjects. Inthe late Queen’s 


~ Proclamation Her Majesty clearly said that the English and ourselves were 


fellow-subjects of the same sovereign. The next moral that we are to draw 
from the Proclamation is that His Majesty is fully convineed that the English 
officials who are engaged in the work of administration ia India deserve every 
credit for the very able way in which they have kept the country peaceful 
and prosperous. There have been errors, there have been famines an ti- 
lence, but the officials have managed to get over every obstacle. They 
are granting divers rights and privileges to the people, and have devoted their 
whole existence to the welfare of India. In fact, three-fourths of the contents 
of the Proclamation contain nothing but adulation of officials. So now we 
are to think that whatever officials do is for our good, and our sovereign — 
has a very high regard for them. And this is as it should be. A foreign 
zemindar always places an implicit faith in his officers and agents. The 
third lesson that the Proclamation is meant to inculcate upon us is that all 
our agitation for political rights and privileges is in vain, and that the 
work of the administration of our country must for ever be in the hands of 
our English rulers. The representatives of the people in Legislative Councils 
may only give advice which the rulers msy accept or reject, just as they choose. 
The only benefit that India is to gain from the extension of Legislative Councils 
will be that there will be a large number of ‘Honourable Gentlemen.” We 
had a vague idea of all this from the Evuglishman und now His Majesty 
the King-Emperor has set our heart at rest by giving us a more definite hint 
as to what the reform of Councils is likely to come up to. 


i We may be right or may be wrong in the inferences we have drawn 
from the Royal Proclamation, but we can confidently say that there are 
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many others who take the same view of it. And let us also say, no matter 
what we may have to suffer for doing so, that the Proclamation has given us 
no satisfaction and no hope. It is nothing better than the Administration 
Reports which are annually published by the Government of Bengal. It 
will please neither the loyalists, nor those who have incurred the stigma of 
seditionists. Many will, no doubt, be loud in their applause when before 
officials, but in the privacy of their own drawing-rooms they will think and 
talk just as we do. Many of the people of India love and respect the King- 
Emperor still. None but Indians know in what style an emperor is to 
to his subjeote. But the present-day Euglisb statesmen do not know it, and 
so they have made His Majesty address his Indian subjects in a manner which 
may lower him in their esteem, _ 


tion. 


aud His Majesty has in his Proclatnation given ample evidence of his mastery 
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51. Referring to the King-Emperor's Proclamation, the Daily Hitavad{ Day run. 

| - [Calcutta] of the 3rd November says:~—It is * . ™ 
The King-Emperor’s Proclama- worthy of the English Sovereign. King Edward 
is known to the civilized world as à great diplomat, 


of Western diplomacy. We pray for His Majesty’s long life. 

52. The Panjivent (Celeukta of the 29th October protests against tho d, sm re. 
proposal to abolish the 4-anna telegram on the 

ground of the poverty of the people of the country. 
53. Referring to the question of increasiug the pay of the native 
soldiers in the Indian Army, the Sandhya 

The question of increasing the [Calcutta] of the 29th October says that it will be 
ee ee, glad to see the pay of the native soldiers increased 


A protest. 


Samper, 
Oot. 29th, 1908, 


to even Rs. 20 per mensem. 
54, The Samivani [Calcutta] of the <9th October appreves of the sri, 
appointment of Lord MacDonnell as President of +. 8th, 1000. 
Lord MecDonnell’s appointment the Committee to consider the reform preposals of 
Ge es. the Government in preference to any of the 
| members of the India Council, most of them being, 
as the paper thinks, enemies of this country. e 
55. The Samivani Calcutta] of the 29th October says :-— N 


i Sept. 29th, 1908. 
— wee o he Bihar Herald has been informed that the 
1 “am Devartmert, Bengal Government has sent a letter to the ent 
ee ee „ of the Opium Department, asking him wh) 1 
are so many Bengali clerks in his office. It is a wonder that for the Head of 
such a Government some gentlemen calling themselves Bengalis are arranging 
for a farewell and perhaps for a statue. 
56. Referring to the report published in the Bihar Herald that the Annan, 
1 1 Government of Bengal have asked the Opium 
in the Opium Depert- Agent in Bihar to let them know the number of 
5 Bengali assistants in his department, and 
that a Bengali has been already dismissed from service, the Hitavads [C Jcutta ] 
of the 30th October says: | | 
This shows how magnanimous a person Sir Andrew Fraser is. And it is 
meh 7 Lieutenant-Governor that the Bengalis are going to present a farewell 
ress oO | 
57. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 31st October publishes a notice . 
An allegation against a Sub- yurpor ting to be over the signature of M. Ahwed, 
divisional © fier. ubdivisional Officer of Fenny in Noakhali, calling 
Se on the public to subscribe towards the construction 
of a pucea building for the local High School. The notice states the amount of 
subscription asked for in each case and calls on those who object to pay to 
appear before the Subdivisional Officer to state their grounds. 
In commenting on this notice, the paper writes :— a 
The notice js full in all respects save one, It only omits to state what 
will be the penalty if people decline to subscribe. If this is subscription, then 
what is su/um? The collection of ch. uth by the dargis (Maratha froe-booters) 
pales into insignificance beside: this collection of subscriptions by the Maulvi. 
Let Government warn this officer. Such oppession is unseemly at the dawn of 
the 20th century. : ) 


( 1818 ) 


Nod. Z Is. 58. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 2nd November alludes deprecatingly 
i aed to the statement that Mr. W. S. Milne, 1. 0. s., is to 
a sos be Manager of the Tagore Estate, pointing out 
that Bengali Managers always proved equal to the 

task in the late Sir Jatindra Mohan’s days. 


III.—LXCIS \ TION. 


nev dad, „6. 59. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 2nd November suggests that the 
W Amendment of the Indian Whipping Act now 
Bill. — ent before the Supreme Legislative Council should 
include some provision for the obligatory postpone- 
ment of the carrying out of whipping sentences till any appeal preferred against 
Bisp: Baseavasr, it has been adjudicated. 

Nov. 2nd, 1908, 60. Referring to the introduction of a Bill in the Legislative Council to 
= validate Anand marriages among the Sikhs by the 
— oe Hon’ble Tika Sahib of Nabhathe Hind: Bangavasi 
[Calcutta] of the 2nd November says that the Sikhs have not yet fallen so low 
as to give their support to the bill in question which is to legalize the marriage 

of Europeon girls by the Sikh Princes of the Punjab. 


IV.—Native SrarEs. 


61. Referring to His Highness the Jam of Jamnagar’s speech at a banquet 
6 recently held in 3 eee, pg te at at — 
ts Hine the Jam of vamna- he spoke of the loyalty of. the Native Princes o 
nn India and of * re Et of the measures that 
are being taken to put down bombs and anarchism in India, the Hitavadi 
| Calcutta] of the 30th August says, that considering that there are no bombs 

in Jamnagar, His Highness might have spared this expression of opinion. 


HITAVADI, 
Oct. 60th, 1908 
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VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


og ung; 62. Taking a retrospect of the past year, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 
„ 2 nd October observes :— 
Tear after year is rolling on without mine 
the least change in the policy of our Government, In spite of prayers an 
entreaties, the Government is advancing on the thorny path of repressive 


A retrospect. 


appears like abubble. Despair is increasing day by day. The hope. that 
with the return of a liberal Ministry India’s troubles wonld end, has come to 
nothing. Their attitude, rather, has struck terror into the people’s hearts and 
led some narrow-minded young lads to have recourse to — 4 Thus the 
whole year has been one of trouble only. 


Nr 63. Referring to the Congress to be shortly held in Madras, the Hitvar ta 
N i Calcutta] of the 22nd October says, that to hold 
Congres. u Mad 3 of the the Congress under the rules of the Allahabad Con- 
vention would be nothing short of a watricide, and 
asks: ‘ Who is there who would join in this nefarious act. ? Any one who has 

the least love for his mother (country), would never join the Congress.” 

‘lhe same paper in another place points out the various flaws likely to 
arise in holding the National Congress at Allahabad under new conditions, 
without disposing of the work of the Surat Congress adjourned sine die last 

ear, and says that every representative elected for the Congress at Surat 
: ) as a right to resent at the next Congress. Should this be the case, the 
bn Paper fears that there will likely be a similar disturbance in Madras this year. 


| to hear that one of the leaders of the Congress 
: | ome and the Madre movement in Madras will condemn the Boycott as 


unconstitutional, The paper, therefore, asks the 
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policy. One hope after the other rises in the minds of the people and dis- 


64. The Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 30th October is greatly concerned 
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Bengalis to think well before joining the Madras Congress, for the boycott 
is as dear to the Bengalis as their own lives. 

65. Referring ‘o the ensuing National Congress, the Bihar Bandhu 

| __ [Bankipore)-of the 31st October says that the 

The Moderates and the National Moderates want to trample the general public pi- 

e nion under foot by trying to win over the Indian 
leaders like Mr. Charlu, and even Mr. D. Naoroji. 

26. Referring to the Partition celebration, the Hitvarta [Calcutta | of the 

es 22nd October coucludes its detailed description of 
9 the various incidents of the day in the following 
terms :— 

The police did not allow a meeting to be held in the evening. What 
has the Government gained by this heroic deed, which in our opinion can not 
inspire confidence and love of the people in the Government? The Govern-., 
ment can never gain its object by interfering with these brotherly mevtings. 
As a matter of fact not a thousand rg could have advanced the cause of 
the people so much as this interference has done. 

67. Seeing that there had been bomb explosions in varions places during 

1 2 gy on 2 of 8 were 3 the 
Frequent bomb explosions pro- ordi throw- downs,“ the Hitvarta Calcutta 
enen the 32nd October suggests that the —— 
should open another department under the name of the Bomb Investigation 
Department.” For this there can be no lack of money in the coffers of poor 
India. To allow this opportunity to slip would mean a loss in the way of 


finding means of livelihood for a number of the whites. 


68. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 22nd October has a swadeshi song by 
ais one Balak Kavi from which the following verses 
+e have been translated. | 
‘¢ Touch not the foreign thing even if you get it for nothing; drive it out 
of the country in this way. : | 
To purchsae the Videshi article is simply committing a suicide; away with 
it, the root of every ein. 2 


These foreign things are ruining our arts and industries as well as our 
religion; bear this ever in your mind. 


For the love of your country suffer all that comes; cut the fetters of sub- 
jection with your own hands.“ 

69. The Bangabandhu | Calcutta] of the 26th October has an article 

0 8 entitled“ Our extremly miserable condition, the 

2 extremely miserable con- general drift of which is to remind Indians of their 

present state of degradation, loss of piety and of 

personal courage, and their poverty, and urge them, if they wish to avoid 

speedy extinction, to combine and try to remove the sorrows of the Mother, 

whose breasts now yield no milk, or yield only a little of it, which is 


appropriated by the foreigner, with the result that her own sons, in their acute 
hunger, rend the heavens with their cries. 


„We long for swaray.” 8 N eee [Calcutta] of the 26th 


„We long for award). Unless we get genuiue self-governing powers into 
our own hands, there is no good in store for India, the course of the drain of 
her hard-earned jewels and money, which are as it were her warm blood, will 
not be checked, the national power will not be augmented, and the national 
glory will not shine forth. | 

It is something greatly to glory in that Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji has ex- 
tended (proclaimed ?) the interpretation of the term swaraj, We cannot be 
afraid, and we cannot quarrel when we hear from lips of the aged Mr. ns, 
that which uttered by Bipin or Aswini Babu would set our worthy Bengali 
and Parsi leaders aflame with anger. This is why God has proclaimed through 
old Mr. Dadabhai’s _ the principle of swara), the one grent means for the 
attainment of the highest good by ourselves. | 

Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji has uttered the hymn preparatory to the establish- 
ment of the self-governing state. Brethren, all, awake now, gird up your loins 


in order to establish staray in India. . W 
own rule in India in the ss A n 18 We do not urge you o es 8 your 
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residents. A way lies before you which is easier of adoption than taking 
your stand on the field of battle, armed with brute force. What you are 
to do is to boycott foreign merchandise, to sit wisely quiet discriminatin 
between who are your own and who are not, to do that which will do — 
to the country, to extend national education, to teach unity and love of the 
nation to your children, to feel personally glorified in the country’s glory, 
to be filled with a feeling of respect for yoar o-wa selves, to boycott things 
foreign as pollution, to find a career for thousands of your countrymen 
by establishing ‘shi industries, and to teach your countrymen to be spirited 
and not to submit to insults. 

Thus will the nation have to be made strong It is not to be expected 
that it will gain strength in a day or two, but this is the great goal towards 
which we must unceasingly and steadfastly work. : 

Our enemies declare that we are unfit yet for the exercise of political 
power. How can we learn how to make good use of liberty, until we have 
got liberty ? Our sphere of liberty must be increased a hundredfold or more, 
otherwise if we are to get liberty by instalments, ever so many centuries will 
elapse and in the interval famine will have wiped the very name of India off 
the face of the globe. We shall have to educate our countymen, we shall have 
to raise a great and powerful nation to a high level of progress. 

We shall agitate, but the agitation will not any more be a vain one. 
We shall discuss the principles of patriotism with our countrymen and 
propagate the same amongst them. We shall go to the inaccessible haunts of 


men in order to manufacture popular power and then the blow of a genuine 


indomitable popular power will ever remain "eg | to strike. An indomitable 
aspiration will then be awakened in the land. The hope of uplifting India 
will not then remain a figment of the imagination. | 

We shall agitate all over India. India cannot live unless swaray is estab- 
lished in the land. | 

71. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 29th October says that a great deal 
of the present unpleasnt situation in the country 
would and could be avoided by appointing reall 
good and sympathetic men like Lord Ripon, Sir Anthony (now Lord) 
MacDonnell and Sir Henry Cotton as its rulers. There is a story to the 
effect that a zamindar had once ordered the distribution of rice among his 
tenents in the time of a famine, but that the man on whom the charge of 
carrying on the work fell gave the starving poor men only a small part of the 
quantity intended to be given to them. saying that his hands being cramped 
with the ague he could not hold the full quantity of rice in them. The hands 
of Civilians also in India seem to be cramped with the ague in their dealings 
with Indians. Lord Morley has been asking them to give this and that 
poring to the Indians, but his orders are being spoilt in their execution. 

or instance, with the object of separating judicial and executive functions, a 
second Magistrate, Mr. Birdley-Birt, was appointed in Midnapur for trying 
cases only. But a difference having arisen between him and his collegue 
in charge of executive duties, the bomb case was taken out of his hands and 
given to Mr. Nelson, Joint-Magistrate. Mr. Nelson also seems to have failed 
to give the authorities full satisfaction and. he was transferred and Mr. Reid 
was sent from Calcutta to try the bomb case. It is believed that Lord Curzon’s 
abusive language, the partition of Bengal, Sir B. Fuller’s differential treatment 
of Hindus and Musalmans, the ogee of the Barisal Conference, the disturb- 
ances at Comilla, the Kesur and Ekdala riots and Sir Andrew Fraser's conduct 
are responsible for the present undesirable state of the country. It seems that 
there can be no agreement between words and deeds in the Britrish administra- 
tive policy in India, If the Queen’s Proclamation can be ineffectual, if Lord 
Ripon s self-government can be perverted, who can say that any retorm which 
Lord Morley may now give the Indians will not. be were. erg subverted ? 
ym 


Administration of India. 


The country, therefore, wants only really good and s oe rulecs: 
72. Referring to the farewell address given to Sir A Fraser at Darjeeling, 
The ie to Bic iA; Wieser. the Sri Sri Vishnu-Priya-o-Anande Basar Patrika 


; (Calcutta) of the 20th October says that every one 
of those who have given the address to His Honour is, stile way or ‘other; 


personally indebted to him, so that it cannot be’said to be a certificate of good 5 


( 1821 ) 
government for him. The address aleo made no mention of the glories of hi- 
rule 


73. The Basumat [Calcutta] of the 31st October writes that the recent 
| farewell address to Sir Andrew Fraser at Dar- 
The recent farewell address. jealing was got up by sycophants who have no 
for the Bengali public at lerge. | 
Daly Hitavadi [Caloutta} of the 4th November hopes thut 
3 Sir Andrew Fraser will pass the remaining years 
Siz Andrew Fraser's impending of hig life in his own home in peace and in the 
serene exercise of religious practices, and advises him not 
to talk about Indie Khe Gir Ne. The Sonjconi (Caleutis) of the 20th 

. | npvans eutta] o t 

Mabel an bee u ft October says that ad a reprisal for the indignities 
goods. that are being offered to Mr. Gandhi in the ns- 
vaal, the Indians should in a body boyeott foreign articles. 

76. The Sanjivani [ Calcutta] of the 20th October publishes a proolama- 
tion issued over the signetures of a number of 

A Maharimaden proclamation: Iusalmans in which an appeal has been made to 
the Mubammedan community to arouse themselves to the present situation in 
the country and follow the example of their Hindu brethren, who have made 
a ＋ deal of progress during the last few y+ars. The proclamation also 
calls on Hindus to join hands with the Musalmans, who are as much Indians as 
they are, in the work of serving the country and do everything in their means 
to prevent any outburst of racial ill-feeling between themselves and the 
Musalmans. 

77. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 30th October publishes an appeal 
over the signature of nine Musalman gentlemen 
exhorting tbeir co-religionists to co-operate with 

the Hindus in agitating for political rights and appealing to the Hindus to 
extend a helping hand to their Muhammadan fellow-citizens in all their 
endeavours after a higher life. : 

78. Referring to the Mahara a of Benares’s letter in the Times on the 


The Meharsja of Benares’s présent-day politics in India, the Samivam [Cal- 


claim to 
74, 


A Hindu-Musalman entente. 


* eutta | of the 20th October says that an ignoramus 
8 born and bred up in luzury like him had no 
business to talk on such # mighty subject. Is it possible for foreigners to 


boycott as the Maharaja says In articles of expurt such as jute, wheat, 
rice, indigo, ten, coffee, hide, mangatiese, gold, etc.? Again, where is the 
evideute to show, as the Maharaja says, that many Indian Princes actually 
helped in the establishment of British rule in Indias Did not Raja Cheyet 
Singh of Benares fight against the English. | 

79. The following is the translation of an article which has a in 

8 ee the Sandhya [Calcutta of the 29th Oc — 

„ Maharaja Sir Parbhunarain Singh, the Raja 

of Kasi (Benares), is a Bhuinhar by caste. So far 
as we know the Maharaja, we can fearlessly say that he does not know English, 
he cannot even speak English, not to speak of writing it. A letter written in 
very good English has been published in the Times of England over the signa- 
ture of this Maharaja. Can we not ask, was this letter written by the Maharaja 
himeelf, or did he get it written by someone else? In reply it may be said 
that the English was probably not the Maharaja’s but the idea was his, We 
have grave doubts as to this also. We do not think that the idea which has 
been given expression to in the Times emanated from Maharaja Parbhunarain's 
brains. For we think that the Maharaja is incapable of even thinking in that 
fashion, Rajas and the like have got the practice of adopting sons, if the 
letter in the Times be an adopted child of the Raja of Kasi, then we must say 
that it was born in a Feringhs’s house, it was not born of a Hindu’s brains, 

_ What led the Maharaja to form a desire to make another's child known as 
his own? The Maharaja who, when Lord Gurzon took his ivorv furniture in 
exchange for a gun, could give out that they were given as presents, that 
Maharaja is, if in any strait, capable of publishing even a letter written in 
Greek over his own signature without any scruple. The Maharaja has in 
round words said :— It is because the British system of administration is intact 
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that we continue to be Rajas and Maharajas. The country is ours and we are 
(its) rulers, we are dependants on and companions of the English. Conse. 
quently, if there happen to be unrest and disturbance in the country, we must 
be careful, we must stand by the English. Too much extension of political 
privileges will be injurious to the country, the 3 and us. This is wh 

we fight in this matter. And so on. The Maharaja has said many muc 

things. Reuter has telegraphed the purport of the Maharaja’s letter to this 
country. Now we shall give a little of (the Maharaja’s) family history. After 
defeating Maharaja Cheyet Singh, Warren Hastings seated a new king of Kasi 
of his own making on the gaddi of Ramnagar. At first the English Govern- 
ment used to regard the Raja of Kasi as a tributary or feudatory prince to a 
large extent. After the Permanent Settlement of Lord Cornwallis the Raja of 
Kasi was ranked as a zemindar. By conferring the distinction of d. 0.8.1. on 
Maharaja Iswari Prasad Singh the English indeed gave him the title of a 
feudatory ruler. The present Maharaja Prabhunarain, is a K. C. I. E., the number 
of guns in his honour is also few. As he is connected with the families of the 


Maharajas of Hatwa and Bettia in blood so he is also — to them in rank. 


Had the Nizam of Hyderabad or the Maharaja of Nepal written a letter 
in the style in which the Raja of Kasi has written his, we could have remained 
silent. But we become inclined to laugh when we hear big talk from those 
who are only zemindars or jagirdars or tamed parrots of the English sitting on 
rches. 
18 It is rather we that have got some amount of privilege and can speak 
out our miuds and speak it even with some force, but you can repeat like 
parrots what you have been taught. Why do you then say anything in these 
bad days ? 
The Maharaja had better remain silent. | 
80. Referring to the letter of the Maharaja of Benares published in the 
Times, the Samay [Calcutta] of the 30th October 
iu pe Maharaje of Benares setter gayg that the Maharaja is no doubt a man of 
ample resources and great distinction. But he has 
not been endowed with as much brsin as wealth and honour. It cannot be 
gainsaid that among those who are conducting the swadesht and boycott 
movement, there are men who are much superior to the Maharaja's 1 
and officers in education, training and farsightedness. In fact, the Maharaja’s 
— bespeaks nothing but sheer silliness and the height of sycophancy on 
is part. 
581. We fully agree with Max,” writes the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
— ea 30th October, in thinking that the two Bengals 
— aa should be united and placed under a Governor and 
Council. Since the partition of Bengal there have been three changes in the 
rularship of the new Province, but the policy of administration there as yet 
remains unchanged. The unrest caused by Sir Lancelot Hare has subsided 
under Sir Charles Bayley’s sympathetic rule, but things will go back to the old 
state as soon as Sir Lancelot Hare returns. We would ask our white contem- 
poraries to try to persuade the Government to act according to the suggestion 
made by Max.“ 
82. Referring to an article which has appeared in the Daily News of 


| Calcutta condemning the partition of Bengal, the 
ane 4 8 Neve on Howrah Hitais is (Howrah] of the 3 Ist October 
says: — 

We do not know whether Lord Morley will give any consideration to the 
weighty arguments of the Daily News. We however offer our thanks to our 
Anglo-Indian contemporaries, who bave at last realised the evil of the partition 
and are changing their views in the matter. 


83. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 30th October writes. 


ae ; . The man of unrestrained tongue who says 

anne, whatever is uppermost in his mind 1 the moment, 
heedless of time, place and of his own competency to speak, has been condemned 
severely in our Shastras, The Shastras enjoin that weak points in one's family, 
wealth and longivity are matters which one should not make public. Similarly, 
to the foreigner, one is not to make known facts about one’s religion, society 
and home, and about the mineral weaith of one’s country. Again one is not to 
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offer advice to one who merely asks for it, but does not appear to be prepared 
1 80 much for the directions of the Shastras. But do we act on them now? 
The Indian Empire belongs to the English, and we are only their oonquered 


subjects. The English gave us the right to speak and write freely, to point 


ont defects in the administration freely, and to abuse individuals. And forth- 


with we blossomed into speakers and newspaper editors. We did not once cores 


to think why the English conferred such a great right on a degraded conquered 
people like Abe we did not see how much the English gained and how 
much we ourselves Jost in consequence. Sir J. B. Fuller has rightly said that 
a right which a free nation may possess with advantage, may not be similar! 
advantageous to a conquered and enslaved people, different in clime, dis 
tion and religion. This is very true; and if this is true, the question arises why 
Sir J. B. Fuller’s own countrymen conferred this right on us. The answer is 
that it was conferred in order to get at a knowledge of our inmost secrets. 
And now that that purpose has been gained, they want to take this right awa 
from us. Well and good. 55 | : 

We say all this, because a rumour is abroad that legislation on the lines 
of the new Mysore Press law is about to be introduced into British India, that. 
the Bengalee, the Amrita Bazar Pairika and other journals are soon to share the 
fate of Bande Mataram, and that steps will be taken to prevent Mr. S. N. Banerji 
from preaching the boycott any more. 

e are not a whit alarmed at this rumour. We shall be glad rather than 
otherwise if Government can cure us of our L license in talk. As 
foreigners, we should not say anything to you. Only we request that when- 
ever a newspaper has to be stopped, it should be stopped by executive order, 
so that the offending newspaper- man may not be dragged into the meshes of 
the law, so difficult to extricate oneself from. Take back your rights of free 
speech and writing: we foo with them. But do not let your infuriated 
Courts bite us as a mad jackal bites. Deal squarely with us once, and we shall 
carry out your behests smilingly and without guile. Do not treat us again to 
your tricky professions about liberty, equality and fraternity; do not spoil 
our future by holding out exaggerated hopes of what you mean to do for us. 
A conquered: people as we are, we can have no politics. Between you end 
ourselves, the difference is as between heaven and earth—you are whites, we 
are blacks; you are men, we are evil spirits ; you are rulers who hold the rod of 
State, and we are subjects. who prize the dust of your feet. Casting all 


hypocrisy aside, speak out once: “Iam an arbitrary Emperor, whose will 
it is which makes law, makes or mars his people, and brings them to honour or 
to ignominy.” We shall feel gratified when we hear this, the scales will fall 


off our eyes, and the oppressive spell of European luxury over our imagination 
will be broken. | 


84. The Sandhya ane the 30th October writes — 


The Englishman's forecast of th : -. © aN . 
Reform chem. article which is very much to our liking, and which 


therefore we shall make known to our readers 


partly. 


(1) The Englishman says :—‘‘ Lord Morley’s Reform Scheme is not in 
any way 4 concession to popular sentiment.” The broad fact is 
that, considering what the situation has come to be, considering 
how agitated the minds of the people of India are, any declara- 
tion that these munificent gifts are being made in order to keep 


8 folk of =~ 7 contented, is certain to destro 
all the influence, pride and arrogance of the ruling cl . 
Englishman declares that to # 1 ig RB don 


} talk in that way now is sheer lunac 
as the power of the ruling community * be kept 1 
now. 

(2) That paper observes :—“ The final decision in all matters should rest 
with the Government, and not with the representatives of the 
people.“ This implies that though the Legislative Councils are 

to be expanded, though representatives of all classes, and races 

are to find seats on those Councils, the broad fact will remain 


that what the Government will do will prevail. An official 
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majority is sure to be retained. You will eeme and give your 
own views as representatives, and Government will -heaf What. 
you say, If you imagine that Government Will daes oh your 
viewd, you are mistakun, What will be done will be done 
b. 8 Government 2 heat — vane 

a larger num your representatives, Govepting only those 
which it likes and which it deems Roe executive will 

remain undet the control of Govertiment to the fullest extent. 

(3) The same and hie advisers do not 


per ooninues: Lord 1 * 
* to bring self-government Within any measurable distances 
of time. 


That is to say Lord Morley and his advisers will not propose any scheme 
of sel- government Within any measurable distance of time—perhaps never at 
all. The broad fact of thé situ&tion is this: What you want is not to be had, 


and you are not going to have it; you shold be vontent with what we ate 
offering you now. 

These are the three * ideas we have got from the Pagiishman’s 
article, and they are all so true withal that we can hardly contain ourselves 
with joy in reading of them in the columns of the Znglishman. 

It appears now, therefore, thut 


(a) The English are our rulers, and we are their conquered enslaved 
subjects. The frame-work of the Government of India hab been 
devised with the object of subserving tne welfare of our conquer: 
ors, the English. the English are our rulers, our governors, 
our protectors, it is needless to say that it is conducive to the 
welfare of the people also. 

(5) The slight changes which have oceasionally to be made in the frame- 
work of Government, are not made at the suggestion or request of 
the governed. The English make the changes they deem advis- 
able from time to time. The | e of this country do not 
posseds the training and the i nee that the ruling 
community do. 80 whatever the English officials and rulers 
deem zoek, and whatever they do, are necessarily good and bene- 
ficial to the Indians. ) 

(e) As we are a Conquered enslaved people, we must remain so for al! 
time. The executive power in regard to the Government of the 

country will continue to be in the hands of the English. We 

— chall simply be on-lookers what the English heroes of action do 
not in the matter of governing. 

This is what the Englishman has to say, and we knew it all long ago. And 
it is because we know this that we do not long for any rights of self-govern- 
ment. We do not sit expectant of what Viscount Morley will or will not give 
us; we have no hopes or aspirations that way. So the . ion o his 
Lofdship’s scheme will not either bring us joy or fill us with despair. We are 
wholly indifferent in the matter. 

One ought not to look a gift horse in the mouth. We shall accept what- 
ever you offer. And what have you to offer in this matter? The country is 
yours; the people are yours aod you wish to have them well-governed. With 
this objeet you will make certain changes in the form of your Government, 
and will confer on many of us the right of having our say in certain matters. 
You are making these 3 for the better discharge of your own work, not 
for our convenience or otherwise. You are foreigners ruling the land, who 
have not so far come to know the people of the country well, nor tried very 
much to do that either, You want henceforth to proceed in full knowledge of 
our thoughts and desires, and that is why you want to get together representa- 
tives of the various races, . and communities of the country elected on 
a plan to your liking, and hear from their lips what they have to say. It is 
not a bad plan; why should we be angry on account of it? Rather we are glad 
that the Englishman has spoken out. We want plain-speaking, we despise 
hypocrisy, in fact we are zo angry with the official classes because they have 

been so long talking hypocritically. 
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Sir J. B. Fuller has lately published .a letter in which he distinctly 
declares that the Indians know that. the English had come to India. as 
merchants; that is why the English can do nothing for the, protection of 
her industries ; that the excise on fine: yarns and cotton cloths has been im 
only to harass her weaving industry, and hence it is that they have realised 
well that the boycotting of their goods must have been very distasteful 
to them. 7 | ) | 

We are re-assured a good deal when we hear language of this sort, But 
we foresee danger and risk to our religion and honour and everything when 
high officials talk in sweet and captivating language. 

85. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the let October writes: — 
No matter for what or for whom, India has 
Co-operation with the Govern. passed into the control of the English. They have 
. maintained their hold of the land for 150 years 
now, and God knows for how many years more they will maintain it. 

The people of India know how the English have ruled their country in the 
past. About the future of the character of this rule they can of course 
prophesy nothing, but this they can say that the way in wiich they are being 
ruled now is most alarming. : 

Not Indians alone, but many Englishmen have now come to realise that 
things will go from bad to worse, if the present methods of English rule do 
not undergo a speedy change. Indeed the perverted methods of rule now in 
favour are quite unparalleled in the previous history of British India The 
unrest which now prevails all over tbe land is also without its parallel in past 
history. The demand for reforms in Indian administration is largely based 
on the recognition of these truths by many English public men, and the fact 
that Viscount Morley himself has promised reforms (though we do not 


expect much from the shape those reforms will actually assume) is proof that 


this recognition is pretty general in England. Asa matter of fact there are 


now Anglo-Indians and even Anglo-Indian officials who desire to bring about 


unity amongst the two races. 

But unfortunately the. AngloeIndian officials who seek to restore peace, 
seek to do so without ascertaining the root causes of the unrest. For instance, 
Sir A. Fraser is partly accountable for the terrible and lamentable unrest which 
now prevails in Bengal. We should have been spared some heart-rending 
scenes, if His Honour had shown wisdom and efficiency by restraining the 
ridiculous activity of our pampered police in the matter of instituting house- 
searches. And yet * lately at Ranchi, His Honour called the people 
to co-operate with the Government in the task of ruling the country. Does 
His Honour really believe that the people do not want to co-operate with the 
Government? As the undeniably weaker party, they have no choice but to 
go co-operate. We say undeniably the weaker party, for the people are weak 
from disease and from sorrow, weak because of the depredations of thieves 
and dakaits and of wild animals, weak because they often die like flies, having 
wf to eat, in consequence of the failure of crops and of the free export 
of f od-grains abroad. The Hon’ble Reginald Craddock, ¢.s.1., Chief Com- 
missioner of the Central Provincies and Berar, also lately spoke at Amraoti in 
the same eense as Sir Andrew at Ranchi, While prepared to admit the 


propriety of this call for co-operation, we are sceptical of the genuineness of 


the desire of the Government for this co-operation. far as it is possible for 
a weak party to act in co-operation with a strong one, we are acting. Weak 
as we are, we have diacharged satisfactorily so far all duties which Government 
as the stronger party have imposed upon us. As to concerted co-operative 
action on our part such as is often demanded, has the Government itself been 
able to co-operate with the late Queen in carrying out the promises in her 
Proclamation of 18587? In short as the weaker party, it is not ourselves who 


decline to co-operate. It is Government as the stronger purty which often 


holds back from whole-hearted co-operation. The weak always do and are 
* 27 the work of the strong, but do the strong ever do the work of 

Many English writers admit that England has destroyed India’s industries. 
What has our Government of India done directly for their revival? Has the 
Government worked for the revival of india’s industries as it has for the revival 
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( 1826 ) 


of India’s agriculture? Has Government directly co-operated with us in the 
swadeshi movement which we have started for the removal of our poverty? 
Rather have not many officials thwarted that movement? It thus appears 
that those who call on Indians to co-operate with Government, overlook the fact 
that Gevernment has not so far co-operated with the Indians, whereas the 
Indians as the weaker party have never yet declined to co-operate with 
Government, the stronger party. 

86. When dealing with Englishmen, we forget, says the Bharat Mitra 
| Calcutta] of the 3 lst October, that we are as much 
uman beings as they are, and show our meanness 
by flattering them. This conduct on our part has caused them to consider 
themselves as some superior beings. The strained relation observed to-day 
between Englishmen and ourselvesin matters both social as well as political is 
due to a great extent to both of us having lost our humanity ; for when we 
now claim equal rights and privileges with them, they deny our claim altogether, 
for they want to eee us as servile as before. Patient reflection would show that 
it is we who are responsible for bringing them down to their present condition. 

The love of authority is very deluding. Englishmen have tasted of it 
owing to our conduct. If we now try to cure them of the poison, we will not 
be able to do so without suffering the bites of their poisoned teeth. Even to-day 
there are thousands of men in this country who have not shaken off their babit 
of flattering. From the well-clad Deputy Magistrate on Rs. 500 a month down 
to the poor constable on Rs. 8, all crave and cringe before an Englishman. 
Leaving the case of these slaves of their stomach alone, we find the pot-bellied 
candidates for honorary and houourable posts making salam after salam to an 
Englishman. ‘This flattering habit of these wise-acres is a great obstacle to the 
removal of the Englishmen’s teeth already corroded by the pbison of flattery, 
Great difficulties will have to be encountered in uprooting these teeth, so lo 
as these men exist; but there is no hope of bringing them down to the leve 
of a human being, and raising ourselves to the same level unless those 
difficulties sure faced and overcome. | 

What a terrible thing? Being men, we feel no shame in prostrating our- 
selves for the sake of small worldly benefits before those who are in no way 
superior to us. To get a few it benefits at the cost of humanity, is to 
degrade one’s own self to the level of a beast or even lower than that. The 
Brahmins of old cared a bit for the riches of the world, and were none the 
worse for it. The Kshatriyas of old like Rana Pratap Singh preferred losing 
everything but their independent spirit, whereas we, their descendants to-day 
sacrifice our humanity and nationality for some paltry gain. 

Bygones are however bygones. We have now come to understand what 
we are and what we have to do to make men of Englishmen. How can this be 
done will be seen from the conduct of the Bengali writer of this article, who had 
an occasion once to see an officer of the Education Department at Allahabad. 
Here the paper relates the story how he was required to see the officer 


The result of not yielding. 


without his shoes on, how his refusal to do so enraged that officer at first, 


how he cooled down on his (writer's) giving bold replies to the officer’s 
questions, etc. 1 65 
The paper then concludes that officers like the above are not to be met 
with so generally, and great difficulties have to be faced in dealing with many 
Englishmen ; but what one must remember is that yielding means only trouble, 
while not yielding means overcoming the same in the long run. 
87. Referring to the 5 ug the Bihar Band [Bankipore | of the 
488 31st October speaks highly of the social organiza - 
woe Devel een tion of the 8 out the v fess as an 
example of their strict submission, whether they be rich or poor, to the rules 
regarding the observance of the national festivals and says that this shows that 
the Hindus are pre-eminently fit for self-government ;Swaray), In concludin 
its article, the paper calls on the Indians to set aside jealousy, enmity, etc., an 
to unite as one nation considering the national cause as one’s own cause, and 
the present prosecutien of the mationalists as one’s own prosecution, and to 


follow the path shown by them, as by doing this alone they will have learnt the 


lesson intended to be taught by the Dewali festival. 


\ 


( 1827 ) 


88. Pointing out the recent development in the swadeshi trade by the 
. Bengalis, the Bharat Mitra [Caloutta] of the 3 Ist 
Swadeshi aud the Marwaris. October observes that even now the Marwaris are 
not the least ashamed to deal in English goods. ‘They are, says the paper, 
cutting down the root of their future livelihood owing to their indolence and 
love for British goods: Is there no enlightened man among them who would 
lead them to the right path ? a 5 
89. Referring to the absence of any contract for foreign cloth by Bomba 
. . ' merchants and the insignificant number of suc 
Success of the cat Contracts in Calcutta on tho Lucky day,” the 
Bharat Mitra [ Calcutta] of the 3lst Uctober remarks, that those who deny the 
influence of the swadeshé on foreign goods tell a lie. | 
90. The Bharat Mitra: Calcutta] of the 3ist October criticizes the 13th 
3 ; article of the contract form which the Marwari 
The contragt for importing goods. dealer has to enter with the foreign merchants here 
in importing goods from England and points out how the article operates to the 
great disadvantage of the Marwari in various ways. | 
91. Innotictng the suicide committed by one Sushila Dasi in Sankar’s 
: 2 Lane, Calcutta, on account of a quarrel with her 
nnn. husband for her refusing to use a foreign cloth on 
the Dasahara day, the Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore]of the 31st October exclaims— 
“Victory for swadeshi |” 
92. Referring to the speech delivered by Mrs. Annie Besant at Lacknow, 
| in which she held the parents responsible for the 
behaviour of their children of unripe age who took 
| part in the unrest of the country, the Bshar Bandiu 
| Bankipur] of the 3 lst October reserves its criticism, and asks: “ What weight 
would have been attached to the words of Mrs Besant, if she had spoken so in 
England ?” : oe 3 
93. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 2nd November pat pay a aoe 
U reporting how a consignment of salt is bei 
** ri elivery of from a ship in Hatkbola, 
Chandernagore, and how the cows who are carrying the consignment are 
having their heads and feet severely lacerated in the process. The letter 
concludes thus :— 
Mother India stands in the garb of a beggar. Sons of India are looking at 
Her with tearful eyes. The robbers are stealing things from her tattered wallet.” 
94. Referring to Sir Ernest Cuble’s proposal about the utilization of 
3 the hoarded wealth of India in extending railways 
ee eee in the country, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of 
the 2nd November remarks that the proposal is like setting one’s own house 
on fire and then watching its destruction, for the more the extension of 
railways by the foreign trading nation, the greater the loss of the people. 
It would be better for the Indians to keep themselves away from any such 
delusive proposal. | 
95. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the lst November reproduces the 


7 
* 


Mrs. Besant on the character of 
the students. ; 


The Englishman and Government. 


that Government intends paying Rs. 50,000 to 
the Englsshman as compensation for the loss to be suffered by that journal, in 


eonsequence of the acquirement of its present office buildings by Government, 
and remarks :— | | 


Comment on this is superfluous. _ 


96. The Jagaran [Bagerhat] of the Ist November says that the cause 


of famines in India at present is not scarcity 
| of food-grains, but scarcity of money. Large 
numbers of people die every year of famine, but still food-grains continue to 
be 2 from the country in large quantities. It behoves the Government 
to take steps to remove the chronic poverty of the people and make provision 
for the influx of money into the country. The so-called awakening which 
now stirs the country is nothing but an attempt to shake off penury. It is 
not at all fraught with bee high political ambition. The moment the people 
ot the country will have sufficient money to make the two ends meet, they 

will relapse into quiet and silence. The present unrest‘ in the country is 


The meaning of India’s awakening. 
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( 1828 ) 


the effect of imputing sedition to the heart-rending wails of a starving 
population. And this imputation of sedition to their just demands has 
created discontent among them. There is no taint of sedition in the present 
awakening of the Indians, an awakening necessary for their self-preservation. 
The ewadeshi vow which they have taken for the supply of their wants is not 
to be shaken by unlawful means, for it is a God-send to the poor unfortunate 
people of India. 

97. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes:— | 

5 | i „ Io the masses of our countrymen, every 
“ The story of (the last) 60 years.” Anglo-Indian is in his person a representative of 
the King, and all Anglo-Indians at heart think alike. Their sayings and 
doings, therefore, command some degree of respect in the popular eye. Such 
being the fact, the people naturally accept as genuinely representative of the 
feelings of the rulers the abusive utterances of the Englishman and the Pioneer, 
rather than the hopeful assurances of His Majesty the King or of Viscount 
Morley. ) 

R is evident thus that the task of governing India will not proceed 
smoothly, if only the King or his Minister holds out words of hope to us from 
time to time. No matter what the laws on the statute- book of the lend con- 
tinue to be, the actual work of administration will become considerably easy if 
only all Anglo-Indian officials, from the highest to the lowest, learn the value 
of courtesy in their conduct towards Indians. Indians themselves have always 


placed the highest value on this virtue. Furthermore, they have always 


looked on a king’s utterance sa gospel truth. If the king wants to pacify them 
with empty words they may be deceived three times, but not oftener, and they 
will jnot allow themselves to be charmed by royal assurances. But having been 
twice or thrice deceived by the Englishman’s professions, they are not going 
to be taken in again, 

Much of the present trouble we repeat would vanish, if only the English 
officials were courteous, kind and patient. Instead of any expansion of Legis- 
lative C.-uncils, we only ask Englishmen to do our work with something of the 
same feeling of kinship with which they work for their own countrymen. For 
illustration, the sanitary condition of the entire district of 24-Parganas might 
have been improved considerably by the outlay of 5 lakhs, which Sir Andrew 
has permitted to be spent on the improvement of Fraserganj. Again, a part of 
the heavy annual outlay on railways might very well have been spent on 
sanitary works in rural Bengal, which are now postponed for want of funds. 

The Musalmans had the support of the Raj puts in the upholding of their 
empire. The English have, however, not succeeded in becoming intimate with 
any Indian people ; their relations with the latter being based on purely selfish 
considerations, There is no Indian race or individual perhaps who is genuinely 
attached to the English. ‘I‘his is because the English themselves do not know 

how to identify themselves with the people, They have given us peace, but 
the conferment of peace alone is not enough to win gratitude. They must first 
identify themselves with us, before we can identify ourselves with them; for 
they are the conquerors and we are the conquered. This is the lesson of the 
story of the last 50 years in our opinion. 

98. The Datly Hitavudi [Calcutta] of the 4th November says, that most 
Englishmen assert that the prosperity of India has 
increased beyond all expectations. Even in the 
King-Emperor’s Proclamation we read: We survey our labours of the past 
century with clear gaze and good conscience,” But the nglisiman says, 
referring to the prisoners released on 2nd November:. | 

„Several of the released men did not seem to appreciate gaining their 
liberty before their due time, and were disinclined to leave; prison. This is 
a striking testimony to the good treatment and care prisoners receive in Indian 


The prosperity of the Indians. 


jails, where they are better fed, better clothed, better looked after, and very 


much less worked than is the case in their own homes.“ 


But the Indians are not such great fools as the English would take them 

for. People who would starve at home, would no doubt prefer to remain in 

ail to regaining their freedom. The reluctance of the prisoners to quit jail 

does not ee much prove the excellence of jail administration, as the extreme 
misery of the Indian people. Po ee 


\ 
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99. The Nilachal Samachar (Puri | of the 25th September complains that xn Samacuas, 
2 through mismanagement the charity of the maths . 28h. 158. 
Maths distributing charities in in Puri is either misdirected or wrongly directed. | 
ee They distribute charity to about 500 kangalis per 
day, but the management is so bad that some receive twice their portions while 
others get nothing. The strong push on, leaving the weak behind. The writer 
hopes- that the Mahantas will notice these defects and try to mend matters by 
concerted action. | 
100. The Nilachel Samachar [Puri] of the 25th September thanks the t s 
a Rani of para for her charitable and benevolent = 
Serer : deads. Though herincome is very limited, she 
su * 200 daylabourers by employing them in the cultivation of 
} s, distributes rice gratis to 200 poor men and women per day and 
distributes the offerings made to the gods and goddesses among the respectable 
poor every day. She also helps 30 poor relatives and 40 other dependants. 
May God bless her work and may He grant long life to her minor son. 
101. The Sambalpur ae he Sogn of the apes —— is 1 dannen 
one opinion that a large portion of rive generally so t 
neee at Cuttack is of very bad quality and . 6 
health. The Cuttack Municipality is therefore requested to pay more attention 
to this most important article of food in that town. | 
102. The Sambalpur Hitaishint [Bamra] of the 26th September states  ssssurvs 
0 that about 100 day labourers have died of cholera t, sun, 1500 
»—l, in a village named Anuja in the Midnapore district. | 
103. The Sambalpur Hitatshini [Bamra] of the 26th September thanks the Ssmsanrun 
is ila ee ts zemindar of Baliabedha in Midnapore, who, though 3.1. seth, 1908. 
smodel zmindar. bimzelf of very limited means, has by bright 
intelligence, good regulations and wise counsels, 
saved a whole pargana from the horrors of a prevailing famine in that district. 
He stopped the export of paddy and rice from his pargana, thereby conserving 
food for a large number of days, provided labour for the coolies, thereby 
benefiting himself and his neighbours, advanced paddy on loan to many on 
easy rates of interest, thereby saving many from going to distant places and 
distributed rice gratis to the poor and helpless, thereby securing the affection 
of — He is looked upon as a model zemindar, who knows how to save 
himself and his tenants. A | ge 
104. The Sambalpur Hitaishiné [ Bamra] of the 26th September states  Samparron 


Hirni, 


that the state of the paddy crop in that State e. son. ise. 


The paddy crep in Bamra. 


| is good. 

105. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 26th September states frzunler 

Public-hesith in Damm. 2 cholera has abated a little in that 58. sen, 1006. 
rate. - 


106. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra! of the 26th September is of ersares 
opinion that the advice which Mr. Dadabbai nd 


Sept. 86th, 1908. 


* . aoroji has given to the Indians regarding the 


course of conduct which the Indian reformers 
should adopt at the present moment, is excellent and should be acted upon 
with firmness and patience. $= : 
107. The Utkalvarta ( — of the 26th September fate that rice 22 
The high pri ice inJaipur, sells at 13 pice per seer in Jajpur and that the 888 
e want of food is so great that the deals paddy is 


— 


being harvested and consumed before it is ripe. 


108. The Utkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 26th eptember states that the  urxazsazm, 
Want of food keenly felt in Pant of food is so great in Narsingpur thut thieves Sept. 26th, 1908, 


Narsipgpur. | are seen to waylay female passengers carrying | 
| | hay of rice for salo and carry off the same 
: » DY force. — | os | , 
109. The Utsalbarta (Calcutta). of the 26th September states that nt. Satt. 15 
Relief work in Hindols. relief work still continues in Hindole and that the i 


Manager of that State is ever alert on the subject. 
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110. The Utkalbarta N ie the 26th September states that almost 
: all the Garjat States of Orissa have been much 
, The state of te ariet ed by the phi of mandia, beali, suan, 
tac ahi and other crops, though they are not yet free from 
: the attacks of cholera. 
111. The UJékailbarila po camer’ of the 26th September states that 
1 ough the health of the Puri town is good, the 
. cattle disease is on the ascendant. 
112. The Utkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 26th September states that a 
Cholera ie Sel virulent type of cholera prevails in village Koliatha, 
| ee in thana Salepur, district Cuttack, whereby about 
85 persons have died, the N r being two to three. 
113. The Uékalbarta [ Caleutta] of the 26th * 1 states that the 
̃ paddy crop in Sargara, in district Cuttack, is more 
The paddy crop in Sargars. than hopeful. 

114. The Utkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 26th 
ee ee See in Dhen- September states that the want of rain is keenly 
aa felt in Dhenkanal, which is not yet free from 

cholera. | 
115. The Utkalbarta Calcutta] of the 26th September states that the 
| Proprietor of Kanika, while touring in his State, 
Liberality of the Proprietor of awarded prizes to girls engaged in their devotions 
— to the village goddess on the Bhalukun: day. 
116. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th September observes that the 
ae Indians are very sorry to learn that their brethren 
— amc the in Transvaal are * continually insulted and 
uropean colonists in that 
country. It is said that the rights of citizenship which the Indian enjoys in 
the British Empire are not respected in that colomy. It is high time that the 
Imperial Government should step forward to check the tyranny that is being 
practised in Transvaal in the name of civilisation. | 
117. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th September approves of the 
oe : action of the Governor of Madras who has with- 
ag uit Excellency the Governor drawn a criminal case against 36 Madrasi students 
in that province by undertaking a trip in a jolly boat to see Mr. Bipin 
Chandra Pal, who, on his way to Europe, had anchored for a few hours in the 
Madras Port. This generous action on the part of the Madras Governor has 
endeared His Excellency to the Madrasis. — 
118. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th September thanks His 
: Excellency the Governor of Bombay for com- 
of Bombay thanoa, ” ener muting the sentence of transportation with 
rigorous imprisonment passed on Mr. Tilak to one 
of simple imprisonment, and for remitting the fine of one thousand rupees 
imposed on him, and observes that this clemency on the part of the Governor 
has enhanced His Excellency’s reputation for justice and mercy. 


119. Mr. Montreau, the Subdivisional Officer of Khulna, — ruled that 


Re it is optional for him to accept a mu tarnama 
before the Calcutta High Court. under the Code of Criminal Procedure and that the 


District Magistrate of Puri having supported him 


on this point, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th September points out 
that the High Court of Judicature in Calcutta should deliver their judg- 
ment on the knotty question at an early date, as all the Muktears practising 
in the Courts of Orissa are interested in the matter, It is hoped that the 
judgment of the High Court will set the point at rest for ever. 
120. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th September points out that 
KA 8 cgnelty and oppression in the Jajpur Subdivision, 
ei _ notwithstanding the existence of the fact that the 
2 of the people in that sub- division are in distress due to famine, flood 
and drought. The authorities once settled to remit the taxes of the orest 
classes, but this remission was simply an order on the paper. Practi y the 
tax was realised with such rigour that the people were made utterly helpless 


| | 


who risked the ire of the Anglo-Indian community 


the Chaukidari-tax in Cuttack was realised with 
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by it. It is a pi 
such patience an 


Distribution of 
Madhupur. 


discernment as it deserves. 
i 23. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th 
relief in September states that the Raja of Madhupur is 
feeding about 300 persons per day at Pahinga and 
Singhpur villages in that State, where the distress is acute. 
121. The Usthkaldiptka (Cuttack) 3 * en sng ag N that the 
a tigers have me 80 ferocious in Madhu as to 
ee ee prevent the poor people in that State from ny 4 
the harvests that are already ripe and from gathering edible roots and fruits 
in the forests. The tigers should be killed by all means. 
A civer accident in Cuttack. 122. The U thaldiptka [Cuttack } of the 26th 
Ganesh GhAt in the River Kathjori last week. 
123. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th 
Cuttack. September states that a Brahman woman, while 
: worshipping the god Mahadev, on the Mahanadi in 
Cuttack, was bitten by a snake of which she died. 
124. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th September states that two 
beggars were seen to die at the Baxibazar Market 
* i la in the last week. Their death is attributed to 
uttack. ; 
starvation, 
125. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th September states that four 


A deeth due to snake-bite in 


starvation in 


„ N died of cholera in that town in = last 
, i Pais 126. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th 
Public health in Puri. September states that the health of the Puri town 
is good. 


127. The Utkaldipika ; Cuttack] of the 26th 
ag. the revision settlement has been a source of at 
trouble in Orissa. It has created disputes which 
have compelled people to have recourse to public 
courts. The authorities care very little to study the under-currents of thought 
that run in the minds of the Uriya people. The authorities are requested 
to prepare a list of Civil, Criminal and revenue suits that have cropped * on 
account of the revision settlement proceedings and they will be able to learn 
how both the landlords and tenants are being ruined by them. ‘his was 
pointed out to Government many a time, but Government did not listen to it. 
The non-official classes and the local associations are requested to bring the 
matter to the notice of the Government, with a view to induce it to stop such 
proceedings. | ; 
128. The Uriya and Navasamvad (Balasore) of the 30th September states 
cs Gui that the Subdivisional Officer of Bhadrak is very 
Bhedvak thank“. Oftcer of active in relieving distress in his Subdivision. 
1 g He has earned the gratitude of his 1 by doing 
his best in the interest of humanity. It is suggested that the nta of the 
Bhadrak Sadabrat, a charitable and religious endowment, should be induced 

to spend something in the interest of the poor and distressed people. 
129. The Uriya and Navasamvad ( * of the 30th September states 
3 that Babu Ram Chandra Naik, the Secretary of the 
Chandra Naik Binapani Pathagar, fed a large number of poor 
i people with rice which he had collected under a 

system of donation, He deserves thanks in every way. 

140. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore | 


The revision settlement proce 
ings, a source of trouble to the 
Uriyas. 


Babu 
thanked. 


in oa “Te of the 30th September states that akan prevails 
Public health in Kendrapara. 131. The Urtya and Navasamvad [ Balasore} of 


4 the 30th September states that cholera has abated 

a little in Kendrapara. eee 

132. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasc re] of the 30th September states 
that the want of rain is keenly felt in Kendrapara. 


Want of rai i 
Soe en ůq agriculturists have become apprehensive. 


Kendrapars. 


| It is true that some of them will obtain relief from 


t 


{ 


that the higher authorities do not look into the matter with 


September states that a woman was drowned at the - 


September points out that 
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Usiya am 


- Navasamvap, 


Sept. 30th, 1908, 


URIYa AND 
NavasaMvap, 


Bep. goth, 1908. 


Usrya AND 
AVASAMVAD, 


Sept. Soth, 1908. 


URIYa Au 
NavVAasaMvab, 


Sept. 80th, 1908, 


UnIrA amp 
WavasaMvaD, 


Sept. Loth, 1908, 


( 1882 ) 


8 | | 
canal water, but all culturable lands in that subdivision do not come within 
the sphere of canal action. 3 | 
133. Referring to the decision of suits under sections 105 and 106 of the 
A piece of advice for deciding Bengal Tenancy Act by the Assistant Settlement 
settlement suits at stations, where Officers working in Balasore, the Samvad Vahikg 
legal help is procurable. [Balasore] of the Ist October points out that as 
those sections referto the settlement of rent on waste 2 lands and to 
disputes regarding the record - of- rights, important questions of law must come 
under discussion. It is therefore necessary that the Settlement courts deciding 
suits under those sections must work either at Balasore or at Bhadrak, where 
only legal assistance can be had. The Settlement Officers must not take up 


the suits in the interior of the district, where no legal help is procurable 
without prohibitory costs. 


134. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the Ist October requests the 
_ Balasore Municipality to protect people from an 

uncovered well in the Mandal Market in that town. 
Recently a little girl fell into it, though she was recovered with great difficulty. 
The attention of the Chairman is at once drawn to the matter. ; 


135. The Samvad Vahika[ Balasore} of the 1st October draws the attention 
Oct. 106, 1008. of Government to the remarks made by Mr. 
| The attention of Government 


SAMVAD vam. 
Oct. 18, 1908. 


Samvapd Vai. 
Oct. 1st, 1008, 3 
4 Municipal complaint. 


| SaAMVAD VIA, 


4 drawn to 


Mr. Cumming’s report Cumming in his report on the Technical Education 
the Survey School in Cuttack 


regarding the Cuttack Survey of Ben gal ) regarding 
and hopes that the Cuttack Survey School should be 


School. 


3 \ if 15 4 . „ . 
1 oa, | made into a school of Engineering up to the Sub-Overseer standard. 
1 AR : 


i, é 
„ Al of Police, Balasore. 


my Oct, 1st, 1908. 


136. The Samvad Vahska [Balasore] of the Ist October states that the 
servants of the Marwari Relief Committee are dis- 
tributing rice to about 1,000 Kangalis in Jajpur 
r day, are providing grain seeds to a large 
number of poor agriculturists and are helping the owners of cattle by releasing 
impounded animals on payment of pound fees. The benevolent character of 
their work is above all praise. 


137. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the Ist October states that an 

| evening party was held at the Chandan Mahal in 
1 rom ag | hen honour of Balasore by Babus Radha Charan Das and Radha 
‘olin Balser. endent § Govind Das, in honour of Mr. F. D. Savi, the 


Superintendent of Police, who was on his transfer 


SamvaD VAHIEKA, 


Oct. 1st, 1908. The liberality of the Marwari 


Relief Committee in Jajpur. 


* SamvaD VaAIEA, 


} | to Cuttack. The garden and the garden house were tastefully decorated and 


illuminated, while refreshments, fireworks and music were so arranged as to 
please the local gentry, who were assembled at the spot. Mr. Savi was 
popular among coolies and cartmen, with whom he justly dealt. It is said 
that his transfer is an acquisition to Cuttack and a loss to Balasore. 


138. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the Ist October states that the 


want of rain is keenly felt throughout the whole 
of the Balasore district. A shower or two of rain 


1 Samvap VAHIKA, 
) Oct. lat, 1908. 


Want of rain keenly felt in 
Balasore. 


already become apprehensive of danger, 
139. The Samvad Vahtka [Balasore] of the Ist October states that through 


SamvaD VAHIKA, 


1 W the exertions of Babu Radha Charan Das, an even- 


m4 1 A farewell soi . . ) 
oh ie \ Babu Bamdew Das ( honour of ing party was held in the Balasore Town Hall to 


4 ** 
9 
1 


n 


— a * 4 
; * * 8 
n 
a4 * Ca — 1 + 
r 


Inte Deputy Collector of — bid farewell to Babu Bamdev Das Chowdhury, 
Deputy Collector-Magistrate, Balasore, who was on 
his transfer to Angul. The meeting was attended by Ministerial officers, 
Pleaders, Muktears and others of the town, who were entertained with music, 


fireworks and light refreshment. Mr. B. C. Sen graced the meeting by his 
presence. ) ä 


140. The Garjatbasini (Talcher} of the 3rd October states that a post 


5 _ office is urgently wanted in parganas Charigar and 
* . 2 addi- Dandapat in the Keonjhar Statens nd that 4 best 
situation for it would be the village Kolkei in 


those parganas, which is not only central, bu 
other institutions, y central, but has the honour of possessing 


GaBJ ATBASIZI, 
Oct, rd, 1906, — 


\ 


will decide the fate of the agriculturists, who have 


18 


( 1838 ) 


141. The Garjatbasini (Talcher] of the 3rd October states that the 

| concession that has been granted to the newspapers 

The postal concession to news- hy the Post Office in|India will not benefit 3 

ee" of papers whose weight is small and therefore 

recommends the reduction of one pice postage stamp to half pice in the case 

these newspapers. 

. 142. The  Farjatbasins Talcher] of the 3rd October regrets to find that 

7 the ripe early paddy fields in the Oaissa Garjats 

Ripe early peddy Selds exposed are infested with thieves, who secretly cut the 

— seo paddy and runaway. The agriculturists in those 
States aro therefore in great trouble. 

143. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 3rd October states that the Raja 

i of Athgar has distributed a large sum of money 

The liberality of the Raje of among his poor subjects, whose gratitude he has 

— earned thereby. This liberality in the present 
season Of distress is above all praise. 

144, The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 3rd 


Public health is Barambs. October states that the health of the Baramba State 
is good. : : 
° 145. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 3rd 
Cholera in Athgar. October states that cholera prevails in Athgar. 


146. The Sambalpar Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 3rd October speaks hi uly : 
i 


of the generosity of the Bombay Government, whi 
Aeg. Bombey Government has remitted Mr. Tilak’s fine and commuted his 
ae term of rigorous imprisonment to one of simple 
imprisonment. | : 
147. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 3rd October approves of 
the establishment of two higher classes in the 


The establishment of two higher Rajkumar School at Bamra, which will be required 
classes in connection with the 


: 1 to study a higher course in Uriya. Some old 
— Uriya + have found a place in the curriculum 
of studies thus prescribed. | 

148. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 3rd October states that a 
3 mamerchant named Mr. Udoyram, a native of 
ae of Mr. Udoyram in Kochunda in that State, has made himself noted for 
his charity by distributing rice and other eatables 
among the poor people of that State. i 6 

atk 5 149. The Sambalpur Hi taishini [ Bamra | of the 
Bali highest rainfall recorded in grd October states that the rainfall in the present 
f year in that State is the highest on record, being 

81 to 54 inches in the last year. 
150. The Utkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 3rd October states that Mr. Krishna 

5 Chandra Praharaj, a zamindar in the Midnapur 
a model zamindar ia Midnapur. district, is managing his property in an excellent 

manner. He has saved his subjects from dire 

distress by advancing paddy, money and seed 

tributing alms among the poor and helpless, and by employing about 300 

2 and artisans in the construction of buildings and other useful 
Works. i 

151. The Utkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 3rd October states that one man 

_ belonging to village Kathapal, in Gauric Bisa, and 

BB meen 11 nd one woman belonging to mauza Haldikundi, in the 

Dhenkanal State, were killed by tigers. The death 

of two women due to accidents, and of one young man due to snake-bite, is 

also reported from that State. A case of suicide is also reported. 
152. The Utkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 3rd October states that cholera 
V prevails in the Soro thana of the Balasore 


district. 
RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 


Bengalt Translator. 
BENGALI ‘TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 7th November, 1908. 


B.S. Press~7 11-1908 - 299X—98—J, A. M. and others. | , : 
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( 340 ) 
Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


60 Working of the Courts. 


, Referring to the statement made by the Government Pleader, in 

otc | withdrawing this case, to the effect that the Crown 

Rangpur dacoity case. was not in a position = 2 further evidence in 

| unt of the murder of Gossain on whose evidence the prosecution 

7 — 2 the Bengalse asks if this is legally justifiable and morally 

efensible ? 

it right and proper that this prosecution should have been started and 

the . 7 ected % all the worry and harassment of a prolonged judicial 

enquiry on the uncorroborated statement of an approver? The fact discloses 

the recklessness with which these prosecutions are sometimes started. Those 
who are responsible for the Rangpur case deserve the severest condemnation. 


1141. Apropos of the Baira incident the Bengalee is of opinion that 
5 Mr. DeMonte is guilty of having fired the shot 
3 that caused the death of the man. Whether the 
un was fired in self-defence or not the burden of proof is on Mr. De Monte. 
e ought to have been arrested and placed on his trial and allowed the 
opportunity of proving in a Court of law that he acted in self-defence. But 
this has not been done; and why not, the journal asks. The wounded man 
survived twenty hours, There was ample time for medical help, and if the 
man was allowed to be removed, such help would have been forthcoming. If 
the chaukidar had been allowed to remove the injured man, his dying 
declaration would have been taken, and that would have been important 
evidence in the case, But by Mr. DeMonte’s unjustifiable conduct in not 
allowing the man to be removed, this evidence is not forthcoming What 
notice is the Magistrate going to take of Mr. DeMonte’s conduct in this 
matter? The journal appeals for justice. 


1142. The Bengalee approves of the appointment of the Hon’ble Mr. S. P. 
T Sinha, Advocate-General, to conduct the case for 
8 the Crown at Midnapore, and regards it as an 
earnest of the Government's resolve never to entrust Crown cases to private 
practitioners, 


(c)—Jatle. . 


1143. The Bengalee desires to associate itself with the appeal for better 
treatment in the local Jail of the prisoners in the 
Midnapore case. It is monstrous that undertrial 

prisoners, whose guilt has yet to be proved, should 
be kept in condemned cells and denied the little comforts which are usually 
allowed to such prisoners. Surely they are not to be punished before conviction. 
Such treatment is in entire conflict with the humanity which is the prevalent 
feature of Jail administration. It reminds one of medieval severity and 


barbarism and the journal trusts Sir Andrew Fraser will promptly dissociate 
himeelf from the practice. : . 


1144, The Bengalee regards the reply of the Bengal Government to the 
prayer of the Counsel defending Surendra, Santosh 
and Babu Motilal in the Midnapore case, as deeply 
: disappointing. In the first place it misses the real 
point. The one central consideration on which Counsel relied was that the 
treatment accorded to the prisoners was not in accordance with the provisions 
of the Jail Code. Government is absolutely silent on the point. The reference 
to the Alipore Jail tragedy is supremely irrelevant, because nobody denies 
that all possible care should be taken by the authorities to prevent a repetition 
of the occurrence. The only question before Government was if such treat- 
ment as Counsel referred to was absolutely necessary in the interests of 
discipline and the safety of human life. And this question is simply evaded. 


Above all, there was the appeal to humanity. “ We wonder how any redponsi- 
ble Government—we do not use that word 


The prisoners in the Midnapore 
Case. 


Government and the treatment 
of undertrial prisoners. 


in its technical or constitutional 
sense—could ignore such appeal, What the Government in fact does is to 
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refer the complainants back to the whose conduct they complain of, 
One of these persons has lately been under eross-examination. And Govern- 
ment cannot be unaware of the admissions he has been forced to make.” 


G- General. 


1145. The Bengalee observes that in the course of an interesting 
correspondence with Sir Henry Cotton, Babu 

Wanted an assurance. Chan a Pal is reported to have said that the 
people of India were not likely to accept any reform unless it was 
aceompanied by an assurance that what was done by one Viceroy or 
of State would not be undone by his successor. And this assurance be wanted. 
not from British statesmen or the British public, but from his own people. 
There was no doubt that Babu Bepin Chandra Pal was here referring to a 
real difficulty and Sir Henry Cotton himself admitted the force of the conten- 
tion. In support of this view the 1 that the real question before 
the people is not one of securing rights or privileges, but of asserting them- 
selves and realising the mighty potentialities of their race. In India, no 
reasonable man would think of force, partly beeause — whether in peoples 
or in kings, has now been found out to be no remedy, partly because the 
genius of the race revolts at the idea of a revolution to be brought about by 
force, partly also because of their peculiar situation. But difference 
only means that what active resistance, possible or real, has done in England 
or elsewhere must be done in India through passive resistance. Who can 
say that on this point the advantage is not all on the popular ide? The 
power of passive resistance of a people developed in as full a measure as 
possible, would be a power which no Government can ignore, far less over. 


come. And it is this power which both the bureaucracy, through its repressive 


measures, and the people themselves, through measures of edueation and 
organization, have been helping to develop. 
1146. The Amrita Basar Patrika is — at Sir Andrew’s agreeing 
to receive an address from a party of gentlemen, 
who are more or less his personal friends or who 
are indebted to him for favours. For, intelligent 
and fair-minded as His Honour is, it should have occurred to him that any 
appreciation of his services to Bengal during his five years’ administration 
from such a quarter did not mean anything particular. On the otlier hand, 
the practically unrepresentative character of the demonstration only brought 
the faet painfully to the front that, no independent men of light and leading 
had taken any part in the function. The journal thinks His Honour would 
have done better if he had followed the example of Lord Curzon: in this 
respect. His lordship, it may be 1 felt he did not deserve an 
address from the Indians and thus left the country without trying to secure 
one. The purely partisan character of the movement has been accentuated 
by, and the address rendered quite valueless for, another reason —there is not 
one word of regret in it for the manifold defects of a grave character in Sir 
Andrew’s administration. If they mentioned a few good points during His 
Honour’s five years’ stewardship of this province, why did they not at least 
enumerate some measures deserving of condemnation when the country is 
seething with discontent and unrest? This fairness on their part would not 
only have given some weight to their address, but enabled Sir Andrew to 
give a satisfactory explanation of his conduct if unjustly assailed, and perhaps 
say a few words to soothe the feelings of the tens of millions entrusted to his 
care. As it is, in his reply, he only talks of the immense delight” he 
enjoyed “in making the acquaintance of new aboriginal tribes,” inhabiting 
the most beautiful district in all India.” He has not one word to say to the 
Bengali nation over whom he has ruled for full half a decade! 
1147. The Bengalee has the following :—‘‘ The publie of Darjeeling have 
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about to close, and we have nothing to say against any expression of opinion 
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n the part of any one or any section of the community, however distasteful 
i may be to us. But we deve: it our duty on behalf of the Indian public. of 
Bengal to dissociate ourselves from this demonstration. It would be extra- 
ordinary if a Lieutenant-Governor, even when about to retire, had no friends 
and admirers; and the friends and admirers are welcome to speak in the 
highest terms of their hero. But they do not express the public sentiment. 
The word “Failure” is writlarge over the administration of Sir Andrew 
Fraser. Personally we believe he is a good, kindhearted man, with generous 
and even liberal instincts. We believe he made a fight against the inaugura- 
tion of a repressive policy in Bengal. But Simla, proved too strong for him 
and he yielded; Weakness has been his besetting fault. Coming new to this 
Province he was confronted with subordinates of great experience and ability, 
and he naturally yielded to their superior knowledge of local conditions. It 
is painful to have to say unkindly things about a ruler for whose personality 
we have great respect. But the people of Bengal will never forget the blunder 
of the partition, they will not forget the deplorable weakness of the Govern- 
ment in dealing with the Police riots of last year or with the local officials in 
charge of the conspiracy case now pending in the Midnapore courts. If Sir 
Andrew Fraser meant well, he was not strong enough to enforce his beneficent 
intentions in the measures or the policy of the Government.” : 
1148. The Amrita Bazar Patrika wonders at the unaccountable apathy of 
„ both the rulers and the ruled in India in one 
Proclamation the late Queens respect. It is the utter indifference with which 
they have treated the late Queen’s Proclamation of 
1858, all these fifty years. It may be said that it is not in the interests of the 
governing authorities to give effect to its provisions; but that can never be 
the view of really wise and far-sighted statesmen. For, to secure the per- 
manency of the British Empire in India, it should be built upon the hearts of 
the people, by bringing about their prosperity and contentment and making 
them forget that they live under a foreign rule. And nothing else would have 
produced this desirable result in the course of a few years than the fulfilment 
of the pledges given in the Koyal Proclamation. True, it would perhaps have 
curtailed the powers of the Civil Service to some extent and deprived a few 
sons of the middle classes in the United Kingdom of some fat berths; but this 
was nothing compared with other inestimable advantages. In short, India 
would, in that case, have not only been indissolubly bound up with the ruling 
country but have proved a tower of strength to the latter, and not a source of 
weakness as it is now. 
1149. With reference to the ensuing Jubilee ve the Royal Proclamation of 
; : 1858, the Amrita Bazar Patria says:— 
R . We have no faith in petitions; but we think 
our people may make an effort to let the English 
public know in every possible way the nature of 3 given to them, in the 
name of God, by Queen Victoria. The Indians may submit largely-signed 
petitions to the King-Emperor, reminding His Imperial Majesty of the Royal 
_ Proclamation of 1858 and praying for the fulfilment of its terms. We dare say 
that, as a dutiful and affectionate son, King Edward may deem it a sacred and 
pleasant duty to fulfil at least some of the promises given on oath by his 
illustrious mother. Further, they may every now and then remind the Viceroy 
and the Local Governors of the pledges of the late Queen, and specially of the 
addition she herself made, namely, ‘May God grant Us and Our servants the 
strength to carry out Our wishes’!” | 
1150, The Jndian r — ue doubt that it is correct 3 saying that me 
, 0 essage has been received with universa 
13 ond mee satisfaction mingled with a deep feeling of grati- 
tude. It is a message worthy of the great occasion, worthy of the Soverei 
whose reign extends over the greatest Empire that has ever existed in the 
wrold and worthy of the son and successoriof the wisest, kindliest and saintliest 
of all sovereigns of the modern age. The Amrita Basar Patrika and Bengales 
give expression to feelings of disappointment, The former says that beyond the 
release of a number of prisoners no concessions have been ted to the Indian 
people, while the latter misses nothing so much as a repetition of the gracious 
promise contained in the Proclamation of 1858, that the people of India should 
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be placed on a footing of perfect equality with British subjects in other parts 
of the Empire. : us 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


1151. Bande Mataram writes— 

| „The Bureaucracy mad with rage in its futile 
search for the mastermind of Bande Mataram has 
decided to bring about its practical overthrow in other ways. Bande Mataram 
has raised the hymn of liberty and offended the powers that be. We challenge 


| Ourselves. 


anybody to prove that it has anything but an honest and unimpeachable ring 


about its utterances. To discover any criminal intention in our references to 
the doings of our men is to condemn the Illiads of the world and prosoribe high 
thoughts and sentiments. We have tried to establish the movement on the 
bedrock of spirituality, to find for it the sanction of religion and ethics, to bring 


on it the blessings of the rishis of Hindusthan and to suggest that it can even 


remotely incite or support any bad Karma is a malicious misrepresentation 
which the awakened guardian angel of Indian spirituality will not tolerate. We 
have not talked of treasures, nor fleet nor legions. We have tried to revive that 
ancient Hindu spirit which recks not its own interest for the interest of others, 
Bande Mataram is a divine emanation, a vibration which was convulsing India, 
preparing her again for her self-expressiou by initiating mighty revolutions in 
her social, economic end political life, long before it chose ourselves for its 
medium. It was in the air, it began its action, it set in motion forces, long 
before it came to be delivered with our types and printing machines. There 
are junctures in the affairs of the world when new men are mea re men 
of the moment, the men of the occasion, the men of destiny whose spirit attracts, 
unites and inspires, whose capacity is congenial to the crisis, whose power is 
equal to the convulsion—who are the outcome of the storm. History has 
spoken of them, poetry has sung of them, culture has been built by them. The 
spirit of self-sacrifice, the spirit of self-effacement draws suitable expression to 
it, Even the accredited exponent of despotism could not help referring to such 
a spirit in a Bengali youth in glowing terms, but cursed subjection is to forfeit 
this glorious privilege and be false to this noble instinct of humanity. Our 
people know whether Bande Mataram has incited them to murder or filled them 
with pure and noble impulses. The green sheet may or may not flutter to them 
in future but it has pointed them back to the true source of inspiration—their 
beloved motherland with all her unparalleled wealth of verdure. . They will 
draw their inspiration from every blade of grass, they will have their life-blood 
warmed up by that blazing Indian sun who is beyond the reach of any order of 
confiscation. We do not mind what happens to us but let our country be spared 
the misery, the wrath, the hate, the spite and all that is compassed in the name 


ol thrall.” 


1152. Bande Mataram says — 


Be It would, indeed, be a very bad day for the 

The Message of Nate. Nationalist Movement in India, if its leaders or 
their following lost sight of the high spiritual mission that it has been ordained 
to fulfil not only in their own country alone, but among the nations of the 
world. Freedom has been the cry of many a revolution in the past. But 
rarely it had that far-reaching meaning end significance that it must have in 
our country. India does not desire that Freedom which will be free to slay 


herself. The freedom that we are striving for, the freedom that the bruised 


spirit of India pants after, is not a mere political right, though it will and 
must bring political rights in its train, as its hand maiden. Itis not a mere 
economic reform aiming at the increase of wealth and comforts, though a just 
and equitable economic reconstruction must go hand in hand with the progress 


of the freedom that we want, for the fulfilment of its idealend. This freedom 
is essentially a spiritual fact. It is not politics, It is not democracy, as 


emocracy is understood up till now in Europe. It is a religion,—this noble 
freedom that we desire to possess for our people, It was Hegel, we believe, 
who defined Religion as Freedom, His meaning evidently was that as man is 
made not only after the image, but out of the very substunce, of his Maker, 
he was essentially of God, Divine. Hegel seemed to have proclaimed that 


~~ bam ec} &,, bed 


( 388 ) 


of Man which ſhas been the key-note of our own Vedanta. And he 
defined Religion as Freedom, because this Freedom is of the very essence of 
the Being of the Divine. And in declaring Freedom to be the essence of 
Religion, Hegel meant to proclaim that the end of Religion is the revelation 
or evolution of God in Man.” 
1153. Bande Mataram declares that even though the notice of confiscation 
served on the press be made absolute and the 
Can Bande Mataram be silent? paper suppressed, the idea of the Nationalism 
which it has preached can never be killed, For all great movements that 
have a destiny before them there are four seasons of development. There is 
first a season of secret growth, when the world knows nothing of the momen- 
tous birth which time has engendered. Then comes the leaping of the great 
name to light, the amazement, alarm and fury of the doomed powers and 
the delight of the oppressed who waited for a deliverer. The second period 
of emergence is marked by the struggle of the idea to live, by furious persecu- 
tion of bitter denunciation and angry disparagement. Assisted by its friends, 
still better assisted by its foes, fed with the blood of its children, thrivin 
on torture, magnified by martyrdom, aggrandized by defeat it increases — 
lifts its head higher and higher into the heaven and spreads its arms wider and 
wider to embrace the earth until the world is full of its indomitable presence 
and loud with the clamour of its million voices, and powers and dominations 
are crushed betwen its fingers or hasten to make peace and composition with 
it that they may be allowed to live. Its third period is the season of triumph 
when the tyrant meets face to face the man of his own blood and sprung from 
the seed of his own fostering who is to destroy him, and in the moment when he 
thinks to slay his enemy feels the grasp of the avenger on bis hair and the 
sword of doom in his heart. Last is the season of rule and fulfilment, the life 
of Krishna at Dwarka, when the victorious idea lives out its potent and un. 
hindered existence, works its will with a world which has become in its hands 
as clay in the hands of the potter, creates what it has to create, teaches what 
it has to teach, until its own time comes and with the arrow of Age, 
in its heel it gives up its body and returns to the great source of all 
power and energy from which it came. ' 
„The idea of Indian Nationalism is in the second season of its life-history 
Notwithstanding repression, Nationalism gradually gained in strength and 
spread over the country gathering in every place the few who were capable 
of the vision and waiting for the time that would surely come when oppression 
would begin in earnest.and the people look round them for some way of 
,deliverance * * * * To hope that conciliation will kill Nationalism 
is to mistake entirely the birth, nature and working of the new force, nor 
will either the debating skill of Mr. Gokhale: nor all Dr. Ghose’s army 
of literary quotations and allusions convince Englishmen that any such 
hope can be admitted for a moment. For Englishmen are political 
animals with centuries of political experience in their blood, and though 
they possess little logic and less wisdom, yet in such matters they have an 
instinct which is often surer than reason or logic. They know that what is 
belittled as Extremism is really Nationalism and Nationalism has never been 
killed by conciliation ; concessions it will only take as new weapons in its fight for 
complete victory and unabridged dominion. We desire our countrymen on their 
side to cultivate a corresponding instinct and cherish an invincible faith. There 
are some who fear that conciliation or policy may unstring the new move- 
ment and others who fear that 12 may crush it. Let them have 
a robuster faith in the destinies of their race. As neither the milk of Putaua 
nor the roots of the demon could destroy the infant Krishna so neither 
Riponism nor Poona prosecution could check the growth of Nationalism 
while yet it was an indistinct force; and as neither Kansa's wil es nor his 
vishakanyas nor his mad elephants nor his wrestlers could kill Krishna revealed 
in Mathura, so neither a revival of Riponism in the shape of Morlesque 
reforms nor prosecution and persecution under cover of legal statutes. can 
slay Nationalism now that it has entered the arena, Nationalism as well as Bande 
Matarams its representative in words, is an avatar and cannot be slain. 
Nationalism aswell as Bande Mataram is a divinely appointed sakti of the 


Eternal and must do its God-given work before it returns to the bosom of 
the Universal Energy from whieh it came.” | : 
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1154. Bande Mataram says its message has been a protest against 
| e subordination into which the donning 
has sunk. Its aim has been to set free the fettered 
conscience of tte people who felt no degradation in subjection. The j 
calls upon its countrymen to look to themselves and realise that they are 
nothing less than so many divine units capable of rising to sovereign rights, 
They must show the grandeur of their souls, they must prove the nobility of 
the Indian blood, they must show their traditional contempt for material 
comforts, they must use their lives for the life of the nation, they must practice 
sacrifice for the efficiency of their race and, above all, be men and behave like 
men determined to glorify the race and civilisation which they claim as their 
own. 
1156. Bande Mataram writes—“ One thing ouly we are sure of, and one 
thing we wear as a lifebelt which will buoy us up 
on the waves of the repression that has come on the 
land. This is the fixed and unalterable faith in an overruling purpose which is 
raising India once more from the dead, the fixed and unalterable intention to 
fight for the renovation of her ancient life and glory. Swaraj is the life-belt, 
Swaraj the pilot, Swaraj the star of guidance. If a great social revolution is 
necessary, it is because the ideal of Swaraj cannot be accomplished by a nation 
bound to forms which are no longer expressive of the ancient und immutable 
Self of India. She must change the rags of the past so that her beauty may be 
readorned. She must alter her bodily appearance so that her soul may be 
newly expressed. We need not fear chat | 
8 : 


The message of Bande Mataram. 


Swaraj. 


* * * 


If we realise this truth, if we perceive in all that is happening a great 
and momentous transformation necessary not only for us but for the whole 
world, we shall fling ourselves without fear or misgivings into the times which 
are upon us. India is the guru of the nations, the physician of the human 
soul in its profounder maladies; she is destined once more to new-mould the 
life of the world and restore the peace of the human spirit. But Swaraj is 


the necessary condition of her work and before she can do the work, she must 
fulfil the condition.” 


) | 
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